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The Weak Brother 


By Rose Trumbull 


“THEY breathed his name with bitter 
blame, 
He seemed all rancor, spite. 
How could they know his lawless soul 
Was quivering for control, 
And that his hours of writhing shame 
Made torture of the night ! 


SCOTTSDALE, ARIZ. 


2 Kings 17 : 1-18 
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Insuring the World’s Peace 

When two leading nations of Christendom decide 
to consider refraining from war with each other for- 
ever, the world’s peace seems to be drawing nigh. 
Great Britain and the United States are making history 
just now, through the peace proposais of Sir Edward 
Grey and President Taft. The organized Sunday- 
school interests of the two countries are taking im- 
mediate advantage of this opportunity, and the word 
PEACE was cabled under the Atlantic, a few weeks 
ago, from Marion Lawrance of the International Sun- 
day School Association to Carey Bonner of the Sunday 
School Union of Great Britain, signifying the agreement 
of the two countries to observe May .28 as Universal 
Peace Sunday. It is recommended by the Inter- 
national Sunday School Association that appropriatc 
sermons be preached on that day ; that special atten- 
tion be given to the subject in the Sunday-schools, by 
short addresses and otherwise, as well as through the 
regular lesson for the day ; that special prayer for 
world peace be offered in both church and Sunda;- 
school ; that appropriate music be used; that some 
souvenir or token, like a picture card, emphasizing 
world peace, be presented to the pupils. There is a 
wealth of material available for informing and inspir- 
ing the people. This issue of The Sunday School 
Times contains special articles, with a practical sugges. 
tion in the way of signing a peace pledge. A world- 
peace catechism, setting forth the amazing achieve- 
ments of arbitration within recent years, is announced 
on page 231 (‘‘From the Platform’’). The World 


Peace Foundation, 29a Beacon Street, Boston, furn- 
ishes for free distribution a variety of richly interest- 
ing leaflets. For souvenir purposes in the Sunday- 
school, probably nothing could be more appropriate 
than the post-card picture, in many colors, of the 
‘* Twentieth Century Sunday-school Crusaders,’’ 
showing the children of the world under the Christian 
conquest flag (see pagé 235). There has never be- 
fore in the world’s history been a year that could look 
back upon such peace achievements as this.year of 
our Lord 1911. Yet we are only at the beginning; and 
Christ alone, who has done if all, can bring the glo- 
rious consummation that he has planned. 


x 
When Facing the Day’s Burdens 


To do just one thing at atime has led many a 
harassed soul out of the seemingly intolerable burden 
and chaos of life’ into quietness and order and rest. 
Only one thing at a time caz be done ; there is only 
one next thing that ought to be done; and for the 
doing of that one thing God offers us all of his own 
strength and guidance that we need. It-is as simple 
as walking up stairs: the stairway, as some one has 
said, is a whole series of obstacles, piled up perhaps 
fifteen or twenty feet high. But if we lift one foot, 
and step up on to the lowest step, we are then in a 
good position to lift the other foot and take the next 
step ; and then the next ; and before we know it the 
stairway is behind us and we are at the top. That is 
the way to-day’s baffling mass of burdens is going to 
be disposed of, in God’s strength. There is no need 
to worry, and chafe, and fret,—unless we insist on 
taking the whole stairway upon ourselves while we 
ought to be treading under foot just that first step. 


sf” 
Without Failure 


Since the world began, love has never been a 
failure. If we have our doubts as to this, we need 
only turn to God’s Word, to read there, Love never 
faileth. There can no more be any element of fail- 
ure in love than there can be darkness in light. Love 
never faileth because it never ceases, nor intermits : 
it is inexhaustible and incessant in its supply and 
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action. Also love never faileth in that it is never a 
failure in and of itself. Its object or purpose may 
fail ; the one who is loved may fail to respond to that 
love and so may fail to receive all the blessing that 
love would confer; but that is not love's failure : 
love continues its loving work in selfless, tireless 
outgo, always working, thinking, caring, praying, 
living, spending, dying if need be, for the loved one's 
interests. Love never faileth. It is very simple, is 
it not? But when we really face the full meaning of 
love in this sense, we begin to wonder whether we 
have ever yet learned to love. Perhaps we have not. 
We cannot love with the love that never faileth while 
there is any iota of self left in us ; for self is a failure, 
and complete love and self cannot exist together. 
God is love. Christ is love. Christ as our life, hav- 
ing crucified and forever replaced ourself with him- 
self, alone can show forth through us the love that is 
the never failing kind, the only kind that is love. It is 
costly ; but it is worth more than it costs; for love 
never faileth. 
yA 


The Riches of Sorrow 


No one is so miserable as he who is afraid of 
sorrow. No one is so happy as he who has learned 
the riches of sorrow. For sorrow is sure to come into 
every life ; God robs no life of this blessing ; there- 
fore the sooner we learn that sorrow is one of our 
chief assets, the sooner we shall avail ourselves of this 
riches so close at hand for most of us. Adelaide 
Anne Proctor has sung the reason for thankfulness 
here, when she says : 


**T thank Thee more that all our joy 
Is touched with pain ; 

That shadows fall on brightest hours, 
That thorns remain ; 

So that earth’s bliss may be our guide, 
And not our chain.’’ 


. 


Perhaps sorrow's chief gain is that it draws us ever 
closer to the heart of God ; and that is the greatest 
blessing that can come to us. Let us praise Him for 
freeing us from the narrowness and emptiness of a 
sorrowless life, and for trusting us with that which he 
gave to his only Son in fuller measure than we could 
ever endure. 


os 


Things That Hurt Our Lives 


URE religion requires that we keep ourselves 
unspotted from the world. This means that 
our lives must be kept unhurt by the experi- 

ences of life. And that is one of the problems of 
Christian living. It is not that we are to escape 
struggle, temptation, suffering and hardship,, but 
that we should come through all such experiences 
unhurt. 

It was thus that Jesus himself lived. -He met life 
as he came to it, evading nothing because of its hard- 
ness or because of its evil, and was not hurt by any- 
thing through which he passed. He was tempted in 
all points like as we are, but without sin. He en- 
dured human hate in all its forms and phases, but his 
heart was never embittered nor hardened by anything 
that he endured. 

He would have us live inthesame way. Yet there 
are many things by which our lives may be hurt. _In- 
deed every experience we meet has in it two possibili- 
ties : we may take out of it benefit, or injury, accord- 
ing as we deal with it 

In our common way of regarding temptation we 
think of it as presenting an opportunity of doing wrong, 
a solicitation to evil. But it is also an opportunity of 
doing right. God's thought of temptation is always 
good.. He never means that we shall be defeated by 





it. He would have the temptation prove us and give 
us the blessing of victory and strength. 


‘* Why comes temptation but for man to meet 
And master, and make crouch beneath his feet, 
And so be pedestalled:in triumph !”’ 
Temptation may cost us a bitter fight ; but it will not 
do us harm, it will only make us nobler, kindlier, 
more radiant in spirit, if we meet it as God means us 
to meet it. ‘ 

When we endure sickness also there are two possi- 
bilities before us—hurt or blessing. The sickness may 
leave us selfish, irritable, impatient, without interest 
in life, or it may leave us more submissive and hum- 
ble, gentler, kindlier, sympathetic with suffering tn 
others, thoughtful, eager to help and serve. 

We are glad to have pleasures, the good things of 
life. We-do not think of these things as ever hurting 
us, doing us harm. Yet these glad things, too, have 
in them power to work injury upon us. All depends 
upon the way we use them. Human love is very sweet, 
and may enrich our life. That is God’s thought for us 
in it. But the holy purpose may be perverted by the 
way we receive the love, and it may make iis selfish, 
may wean us from God, and thus may hurt us ir- 
reparably. 

Our lives may behurt by sorrow. There is an impres- 
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sion that sorrow always brings blessing and does good, 
that it softens the heart, enriches the life, cleanses and 
sweetens the spirit. This is the effect it is meant to 
have. But many people are hurt by it. It is in- 
tended to make us more gentle and sympathetic, more 
thoughtful and reverent, to bring out in us more of the 
beauty of Christ ; too often it leaves us less lovely in 
spirit, less gentle and humble, less unselfish and 
thoughtful. Sorrow is an opportunity which too maay 
fail to understand and toimprove. We need to make it 
our prayer as we pass through grief that it may not 
hurt our lives, but may leave us with deeper peace, 
quieter submission, more radiant and joyous. ‘The 
place of anguish,’’ says some one, ‘‘is often the start- 
ing point of a higher path of joy. Pain can ruin us, 
if we so choose. But it can also uplift us—if we so 
choose. God leaves no soul to suffer ruinously, if in 
its suffering it looks toward him, and waits on his 
love." Weneed to watch that suffering does not hurt 
us. 
Many lives are hurt by the unkindnesses and in- 
justices they receive. Ofttimes we must endure ingrati- 
tude, unfair treatment, harshness, sometimes cruelty. 
These things may be hard to bear, yet it will be 
possible for us either to endure them so as not to be 
hardened by them, or to have them do us harm. All 
will depend on the way we meet them. An old 
writer says : ‘‘ Nothing can work me damage except 
myself. The harm that I sustain I carry about me, 
and never am I a real sufferer but by my own fault.’’ 
The most cruel wrongs will do us no real injury if we 
bear them in love, with patience, forgiveness, and 
meekness. But we do ourselves sore hurt if in our 
suffering we grow angry and bitter. Jesus endured 
the sorest wrongs and the most cruel sufferings, until 
at last he was nailed on a cross, but he came unhurt 
through all the terrible experiences, without a trace of 
injury, because he kept his heart full of love, without 
a feeling of anger or bitterness. 
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The experiences of life in our contacts with others 
will either work the beauty of Christ in us, or will 
leave us hurt. It is easy, as we see the failure of love 
and truth in others, to grow suspicious and distrust- 
ful. When our kindness is abused, when those we 
help in their need prove ungrateful to us and return 
unkindness for self-denying kindness, when those for 


whose sake we give our very life prove most un- 


worthy, it is not easy for us to keep love in our hearts 
and to prevent the fountains of kindness from drying 
up. Yet that is the problem of Christian life for us, 
—never to have our love fail, 

The common frets of everyday life may hurt our 
lives. No other mood is more common than worry. 
We can think of many reasons why we should not be 
anxious, but one of the gravest of all is that it injures 
our usefulness to others. For it harms us deeply and 
irremediably. It writes fear and fret on our faces. It 
blots out the freshness and beauty of our spirits. It 
makes us wrinkled and old before our time. _It takes 
the zest out of our life. It makes all the world less 
bright for us. It dims our eyes so that we cannot 
see the blue skies and the stars, nor show them to 
others. It destroys our vigor and enthusiasm. We 
do not know how seriously and ruinously we are hurt- 
ing our own life and others’ if we are letting care into 
our heart. 

So that is the problem of Christian life,—to go 
through life; however hard it may be, and take no 
marring, no soiling, no injury whatever. One said 
of another, ‘‘ Did you notice how hard her face is ?"’ 
It was the face of a young girl in years, but it looked 
old and stern, as if it had lost all its gentleness. It 
was pathetic to look upon. It told of a life that had 


lost almost everything that is worth while in living. 
Yet the experiences in which that life had been hurt 
and its beauty spoiled, if they had been met in a true 
Christian way, would have made the face beautiful 
and the life rich and radiant. 





Remnants of Baal Worship 


That Baals were numbered by the thousands in 
the days of Israel was shown in an unusually interest- 
ing paper from the pen of Professor Robert W. Rogers, 
published in these columns a few weeks ago. An 
Indiana teacher tells of his own teaching of the Mount 
Carmel lesson, and asks that it be discussed here : 

I read with no little interest the article of Professor Rogers 
on '' What Do We Know About Baal ?”’ 

In teaching this lessqn (Elijah's ) tmeage | Over the Prophets 
of Baal) to my class I advanced the idea that we are still not 
free from the remnants of Baal worship. That the fear of num- 
ber thirteen, that it was bad luck to commence anything on 
Friday, that tacking a horseshoe over the door would bring 

ood luck, ete., was a remnant of this same Baal worship. Am 
right in this matter? I would like to see this matter discussed 
in your Open Letters, 


The well-known superstitions so commonly heeded 
are undoubtedly relics of old-time pagan religion ; 
and to pay serious attention to them in life is a repu- 
diating of faith in God's love that does not fit in well 
with honest professions of Christianity. But there are 
other remnants of Baal worship that are more uni- 
versal among Christian believers, and therefore more 
serious. 

The keynote of the challenge to Baal that day on 
Mount Carmel was the question: How long go ye 
limping between the two sides? In one Bible class 
that question.was made the chief text for the day's 
study and discussion : and what a searching out of 
lives and souls there was! It was a class chiefly of 
Christian people, and people above the average in 
character and consecration. But as the question was 
pressed home by the Holy Spirit himself, «* What is 
it between which and Christ's unconditional mastery 
you are limping?’’ many a heart was laid bare before 
God, and perilous remnants of Baal worship were 
acknowledged in shame and humiliation, and were 
surrendered. Worry, supersensitive feelings, unlove, 
all evidencing a reluctance to yield up the who/e life, 
—these and other Baals were seen to have been 
dividing honors with God in the life, and to have 
caused a limping that no follower of Christ need be 
crippled by. 

Now, as then, it is just a question of complete sur- 
render. So many who have repented of their sins 
and accepted Jesus Christ as their Saviour are never- 
theless limping, limping painfully and-shamefully in 
their daily walk, and are honest!y wondering why. 
It is because they have not been willing to take the 





next step after conversion, of surrendering their whole 
life to the mastery and lordship of Christ ; and so they 
do not know the unspeakable richness and joy and 
power of a life that is filled with Christ and Christ 
only. It is such a pitiable thing to see one of Christ's 
own followers limping along in this partial life when 
he might be walking erect and vigorous in the life 
more abundant. He has surrendered only his sins, 
when Christ asks us to surrender our lives. He has 
made Christ only his Saviour, when Christ pleads 
with us to make Him our Lord and Master. The 
difference between the surrendered life and the merely 
saved life, in its external evidences and conscious joys 
and inexpressible experiences of God, is oftentimes 
more striking and sharply defined than the difference 
between the saved and the unsaved. Why should we 
limp any longer between the two sides? Why not 
choose ¢his day? 
-— 


The Uniform Lesson System 

Almost forty years ago the Uniform Lesson Sys- 
tem was inaugurated for the Sunday-schools of Chris- 
tendom ; on this basis popular Bible study has made 
such advancement as the world had never before wit- 
nessed. Now that Graded Lesson Courses are being 
widely tried in the Sunday-schools, a question natu- 
rally arises as to the continuance of the Uniform Les- 
sons. Thus a Georgia reader asks : 


Please advise me if the International Course of Uniform 
Sunday-school Lessons is going to be abolished, or if it is 
going to be continued. There is quite a difference of opinion 
among some of our teachers vignetiog this. Therefore I write 
to you for reliable information. 

There has been no action proposed or intimated at 
an International Sunday-school Convention looking 
toward the abolishing of the International Uniform 
Lessons ; and it is the International Convention that 
determines the matter. On the contrary, the present 
widespread experimenting with International Graded 
Courses is throwing into sharper relief than evér the 
solidarity and unique advantages of the Uniform 
Course. There is likely to be strong expression of 
confidence in, and approval of, the Uniform System, 
at the International Convention of next June at San 
Francisco, “A generation's testing has so established 
the Uniform principle that a very much heavier bur- 
den of proof than has yet been met rests upon any 
who would replace it, for general use, in the Sunday- 
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school, The International Graded Courses are meet- 
ing certain specialized needs, and meeting them well. 
But they are far from having proved themselves yet. 
While there is widespread belief in the graded prin- 
ciple on which these courses are based, nevertheless 
it is also believed in many quarters that the present 
International scheme of Graded Courses is impractica- 
ble for general Sunday-school use, It will undoubtedly 
be radically modified as time and testing reveal more 
and more fully its defects and its strong points. In the 
meantime, and afterwards, the Uniform system, offer- 
ing such impregnable strength in. certain fundamental 
points, promises to continue with its gigantic mo- 
mentum of forty years’ practise and world-wide use. 
It not only unites the rank and file of Christendom in 
the study of a single passage of Scripture on a given 
Sunday, but it also unites the world of Bible scholar- 
ship in the exposition of that Scripture. Thus it joins 
sentiment with sound common sense,—a combination 
not lightly to be abandoned. 


: la 
Ready for a Leper’s Death 


A few weeks ago a missionary to the lepers of 
India, Professor Sam Higginbottom, told in these 
columns something of the thrilling story of the work 
among the lepers that is being carried on by such in- 
stitutions as the Naini Leper Asylum at Allahabad. 
His story, published in the Times of March 18, opened 
literally a new world of thought and life to many a 
reader. And he has been overwhelmed by letters of 
appreciation and inquiry from those who read the 
article. As a partial answer to some of the questions 
thus asked him, he writes the following interesting 
letter to the readers of the Times : 


Every mail since the article was published has brought me 
letters—some containing money, and a great many with 
inquiries. People seem especially interested to know how I 
can work among the lepers and not catch it! 

While leprosy is contagious, it is now recognized to be a 
disease of the tubercular type, and contracted in very much 
the same way. Others, again, think that it may be contracted 
through an abrasion of the skin. Both my wife and I, there- 
fore, take every possible precaution against catching the dis- 
ease. The mB must be done by somebody ; it has been 
given to us to do; and so my own belief is that we would be 
in greater danger in running. away from it than doing it. But 
leprosy is not as contagious as we have been in the habit of 
thinking. If it were, we should all have it. 

So far as we know, there is no known cure. The disease is 
often stayed ; but I have never known one afflicted with it to 
be permanently cured. The best we can do for the lepers is 
to bandage their wounds, make them as comfortable as we 
can, and point them to Him who said to the leper, ‘‘ Be thou 
clean.,”’ 


Another young American who has done much work 
in the plague camps and among the lepers of India 
was recently asked by some friends what he did 
against infection. He answered that he took the 
usual precautions, when it seemed advisable, and 
then he added quietly: ‘*But what if you. should 
catch it? If it were ‘anaesthetic leprosy,’ you might 
live fifty years; and with tubercular leprosy you 
would live ten years,’’ There was no trace of affecta- 
tion in what he said. He only seemed gravely sur- 
prised that a group of Christian men should be 
particularly interested in what was, after all, a mere 


. detail and unimportant incident in one's work for the 


Master,-—the ,bodily condition, and the time of one’s 
Home-going. . One could not work effectively for 
Christ among the. lepers if he were in any other atti- 
tude of mind than a complete readiness to live or die 
in any way that the Master directs. But can one 
work effectively for Christ, anywhere, unless he would 
be entirely ready for. a leper’s death should that call 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


ORD, set us tasks hard enough to create stiff fiber in our 
souls. Give us the courage of enterprise, manliness to 
welcome toil, the hardy spirit that is ambitious to climb 

and conquer. Take us out of hospital and put us on the road. 
Prick our moral indolence into action, and stiffen us with high 
resolve. Do us the kindness to make us sick of mere sweets, 
and hungry for truth and hard work which may give sweets a 
lasting flavor. Awaken us from apathy and indifference to 
the splendors of lofty passion and noble endeavor. At cost of 
any earthquake-experience, if that be needed, let our hearts 
learn the exquisite joy and pain of loving and serving, and our 
lives acquire strength to do and dare in the Redeemer's might. 
We would abandon ourselves to thy care,’ to thy providential 
leading, to the Spirit's work within, and to the larger life of 
loving and serving, without reserve or question, in’ the abso- 
lute corifidence that knows no fear..,.. Be patient. with our 
waywardness, but graciously subdue it. .. . Lord, everywhere, 
infuse thy life, and soothe the pain that saps our vigor ; refresh 
us with visions and hopes ; introduce us to strengthening and 
consoling companionships ; make us comrades of the best and 
truest, and make us worthy of them. ... Accept as thine own 
act what our stupid minds and blundering hands have sought 
to do for thee, and ever accept us as thine own, in Jesus Christ. 
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Why International Peace Must Come 


By Edwin D. Mead, President of the American Peace Society 





NTERNATIONAL peace must come, and is com- 
ing, in the world, because the world is becoming 
civilized, and war is not a civilized method of 

settling international disputes. It isnot yet a century 
since the peace movement, as an organized move- 
ment, began. The first Peace Society in the world 
was the New York Peace Society founded by David 
Low Dodge in thesummerof 1815, half a dozen years 
after he had published his impressive book upon 
«« War Inconsistent with the Religion of Jesus Christ."’ 
In Christmas week of the same year the Massachusetts 
Peace Society was organized in Dr. Channing’s study 
in Boston, at the instigation of Noah Worcester. And 
from these two American centers the movement has 
spread all over the world, and has at last so affected 
the general atmosphere as to bring about Hague Con- 
ferences, the International Tribunal, and President 
Taft's demand for arbitration treaties with no reser- 
vations whatever, referring all disputes between great 
nations to an International Court. 

The most striking and decisive achievements of the 
long century of peace effort have been the achieve- 
ments of the last dozen years. The leaders of the 
movement for international progress are sometimes re- 
proached as being dreamers ; but the only trouble 
with them during the last dozen years has been that 
they have not been able to dream fast enough to keep 
up with the facts. If we had been told a dozen years 
ago that we should see in the world to-day an Inter- 
national Arbitration Tribunal, with almost a dozen 
cases successfully settled by it, cases which half acen- 
tury ago might have led to war ; that we should see an 
International Prize Court established ; that we should 
see a hundred arbitration treaties ratified between dif- 
ferent pairs of nations ; and should see an Inter- 
national Parliament practically assured,—we should 
none of us have believed it. Regular sessions of the 
Hague Conference are now assured. These Confer- 
ences, made up of official delegates from all nations, 
are the germ of an International Parliament ; and 
many readers of The Sunday School Times will live to 
see this International Parliament of the representatives 
of all nations meeting to confer upon the mutual 
needs of those nations as regularly as they see the 
Congress of the United States meeting to confer upon 
the needs of this family of states. 

The greatest servant that the cause of peace and 
international organization has ever had was Hugo 
Grotius. With his book the science of international 
law was fully born ; and it is hardly too much to say 
that it was born full-grown. With what does that 
great book concern itself? Primarily with two théngs : 
the amelioration of the cruel usages of war, and the 
promotion of arbitration and the better organization of 
the family of nations. It is in the same two fields 
that the two Hague Conferences have achieved their 
great results. It was a famous saying of antiquity that 
‘¢in the midst of war laws are silent.'"" The conten- 
tion of Grotius was that in the midst of war men must 
think of the laws, and there must be laws for them to 
think of, that the laws, so far from being silent, shall 
speak and shall be heard ; and he devoted one entire 
book in his great work to the subject of what is lawful 
in war. It was a crushing arraignment of the cruel 
and barbarous usages which prevailed in his own time. 


Mitigating the Horrors of War 


The result of his powerful arraignment appears in 
the great reforms in the usages of war which began 
almost with the publication of his book. One of our 
own great soldiers truly said that ‘‘war is hell.’’ 
But there are degrees even in hell; and the hell of 
war ‘before Grotius wrote, when non-combatants, 
women, children, conquered cities, had no rights at 
all, and the hell of war after he wrote, are hells of a 
very different order. From that time to this the hell 
of war has gone on improving; and never were so 
great improvements made as by the two Hague Con- 
ferences. One cardinal reason why international peace 
must come, with the settlement of disputes in the 
courts instead of on the battlefield, is that the human 
heart and conscience can no longer endure and tolerate 
the horrors of war. The action taken by the two Hague 
Conferences touching the rights and duties of neutrals, 


the’ prohibition of the bombardment of the uridefended 


towns, the prohibition until the timé at least-of the 


The first International Court in history is already 
a realized fact. The next step, already virtually 
entered upon, will be the formation of a Supreme 
Court of the World. These are wonders in the 
making of universal peace which, as Mr. Mead 
says, the peace-dreamers can’t dream fast enough 
to keep up with. This story of peace-conquests 
is overwhelming. It also explains some things, 
such as the inevitable delay in moving in the 
direction of disarmament. But that is on the way, 
and will probably come with the same unex- 
pectedness that has marked the earlier chapters 
of the world’s peace story. 








next Conference, when it should be made perpetual, 
of the discharge of projectiles from balloons, the pro- 
vision that in the future a formal declaration of war 
with a public statement of its causes must always pre- 
cede hostilities, are of immense significance. 

Yet these, to my thinking, count but little as com- 
pared with the great advances made by the Hague 
Conferences in international law and legal machinery, 
in the founding of an Arbitration Tribunal and of In- 
ternational Courts, in the immense impetus which the 
creation of such institutions has given to the multi- 
plication of arbitration treaties, and in the various 
potent provisions for hindering or preventing wars 
altogether. Consider simply the important results, 
almost immediate, which came from the provision by 
the First Hague Conference for commissions of in- 
quiry, and for the good offices and mediation of na- 
tions concerning each other. Had the happy solu- 
tion of the Dogger Bank incident, when the Russian 
cruisers fired upon the British fishermen, and the 
fortunate treaty of Portsmouth, stopping the war be- 
tween Russia and Japan, been the sole outcome of the 
First Hague Conference,—as both were made possi- 
ble by two of its fortunate provisions,—these alone 
would have been abundant justification of all the 
labors of that Conference. If the Second Conference 
had simply adopted the Porter-Drago proposition, 
making thenceforth illegal the forcible collection of 
debts by one nation from the people of another unless 
arbitration is refused, that alone would have been 
worth to ourselves a hundred times all the cost and 
labor of the Second Conference. 


Coming: a Supreme Court of the World 


The International Prize Court, whose establishment 
has come directly from the action of the Second Con- 
ference, is the first international court in history. 
Here again, at one stroke, a whole category of cases 
was removed at once from national to international 
jurisdiction. It emphasized with decisive power the 
truth, which ought long ago to have been clear to 
every nation as to every man, that no suitor should be 
allowed to be a judge in his own case ; and incident- 
ally it may prove to have pointed the way to the con- 
stitution of the International Court of Arbitral Justice, 
whose judges await appointment, but which court, 
when two or more nations once do agree upon the 
judges, will become a true Supreme Court of the 
World, lifting arbitration and the sundry adjudica- 
tions of the differences of nations out of the diplo- 
matic into the judicial atmosphere and practise. 

The general results of the Hague Conferences upon 
the habit and temper of the world have been even 
more revolutionary and beneficent than the specific 
results which have here been noticed. I can think of 
no other proof of the world’s political maturity and 
competence, of its rationality and evolution of good 
manners, half so great as the decorum, mutual re- 
spect, and perfect temper which marked the dealings 
of the two hundred and fifty-six representatives of the 
forty-four nations in the last Hague Conference, from 
beginning to end. Representatives of every race, re- 
ligion, language, tradition, system of government, and 
system of law conferring upon the most important and 
critical questions of international relation, with the 
widest differences of opinion and feeling, with all their 
various prejudices, with all possible scope for collision, 
—and no one breach of self-restraint or courtesy, no 
breach ‘of respect or of brotherhood, on the part of 





any member of that illustrious convention, during the 
whole four months! If the Second Hague Confer- 
ence had done nothing but simply exhibit to the 
world that spectacle, it would have marked an epoch. 
But how much more than that it taught the nations ! 
It taught them that from now on legality and co-oper- 
ation, mutual and deferential conference, instead of 
national selfishness, impulse or isolation, must rule 
the world ; that the new era of these things has come, 
and come to stay. Those Conferences were sessions 
of the World's Constitutional Convention. 

The most trying problem that the Third Hague 
Conference will confront is that of the limitation of 
armaments, It is because the man in the street be- 
lieves that the first two Conferences shirked their duty 
concerning this problem that he has called those Con- 
ferences failures ; for to the common people the one 
great problem is the awful problem of the monstrous 
armaments which impose such intolerable burdens 
upon them, and fill the world with danger and alarm. 
The plain man pays little heed to our eloquence about 
arbitration treaties and arbitration courts, so long as 
the governments go on increasing the terrible machin- 
ery of war vastly faster than they increase the ma- 
chinery of justice ; for he says that, if they obeyed 
their own logic and the spirit of the Hague Conven- 
tions, to which they have made themselves parties, 
the decrease of the machinery of force should keep 
even pace with the increase of the machinery of law. 


The Paradox and Crime of Increased Armament 


With whatever reservations one makes, the common 
people are profoundly right in this judgment ; and it 
will be the duty of the Third Hague Conference to 
grapple in some strong and serious way with this 
anomalous situation. The man in the street, the man 
who does not know history well, was too impatient in 
his early demands. It was impossible that the disarma- 
ment of the nations should come before the Court of 
the Nations, The war system could not disappear 
until the law system was ready to take its place ; and 
the nations will not fully commit themselves to the 
law system until by sufficiently long and successful 
operation this has approved itself. But the actual 
increase of war machinery alongside the great devel- 
opment of law machinery is a paradox and a crime, 
and the plain people are right in their feeling that it 
impeaches the good faith of the nations, The argu- 
ments for the great armaments, especially for the 
great navies, which are now vastly more a danger 
than a defense, are not respectable arguments. The 
recent and almost chronic strain between Great Britain 
and Germany, insane in many respects as it is, is the 
vreductio ad absurdum of the foolish argument that the 
way to insure peace is to create such monstrous arma- 
ments as shall make nations afraid to attack each 
other. Every new German or British Dreadnaught, 
so far from proving a new bond of peace according 
to the theory, has proved a new occasion of dread and 
danger. 

And under the new financial and commercial con- 
ditions of the world, in which the nations are so much 
more closely bound together, war is no longer possibly 
of such great advantage as disadvantage even to a 
victorious nation. The whole world is finding out 
what Benjamin Franklin saw so clearly more than a 
a century ago, that ‘‘the worst thing you can do to a 
customer is to knock him in the head."’ I wish that 
every reader of The Sunday School Times would read 
the new book by the English writer, Norman Angell, 
entitled, ‘‘ The Great Illusion,’’ to see how true this 
all this. The nations which are always fighting are 
not th: sations which grow strong. Japan, whose 
whose people had almost never been at war, proved 
stronger than Russia, whose people have always been 
fighting ; and surely the men of Venezuela and the 
states of Central America, who are always at war, are 
not half so strong and virile as the peaceful men of 
Canada and the United States. Never believe that it 
is ever more useful in any way to stand for brutal 
things than for humane and noble ones. The quicker 
the family of nations learn to settle their disputes in 
courts instead of ai war, just as individuals in each 
nation do, the better and the stronger all the nations 
will be. 

Boston. 
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Securing Advance Study by the Class 


OE of the greatest hindrances to real progress in 
many Sunday-school classes is the fact that 
most of the members do not make a thorough 
study of the lesson before coming to the class on Sun- 
day. Where definite assignments of topics for study 
are given in advance there is much greater probabil- 
ity that the members will make their own preparation 
for the lesson ; and many class leaders are following 
this plan. 

In order to offer practical suggestions in this line, a 
new department has recently been added to President 
Sanders’ Adult Bible Class lesson-article each week in 
The Sunday School Times. Under the topic ‘‘ The 
Next Lesson Outlined for Study’’ are given several 
questions, numbered, which may readily be assigned 
in advance to different members of the class ; and the 
members, each of whom should have a copy of The 
Sunday School Times regularly, may be directed to 
certain articles in the paper which will help them in 
looking up the questions assigned. The Times is sent 
out far enough in advance so that in practically all parts 
of North America the class-members will have in 


hand the issue containing the helps on the following © 


week's lesson at the time the questions are given out. 

Several years ago President Sanders included with 
his weekly lesson-article a section of ‘‘ Questions for 
Study and Discussion.’ A Pennsylvania lawyer who 
leads a Bible class in a large city church wrote re- 
cently to the Editor, asking that this department be 
restored, and giving an interesting glimpse of its use- 
fulness in his class, as follows : 


I believe that the life and interest and value of large 
adult Bible class work can be greatly deepened and 
strengthened if the members of adult classes will go into 
their lesson study with much more thoroughness than is 
customary in the average class, Therefore I look upon the 
outline topics as formerly featured in Dr. Sanders’ article 
for adult classes in the Times as useful and valuable, when 
they are so put that they can be conveniently assigned for 
individual work a week in advance. What is needed now 

‘to my mind are topics which are numbered so that they can 
be readily and easily identified when the paper containing 
them is not present; so I can do as I formerly did, and 
say in class something like this: Will Mr. Brown please 
prepare for next Sunday topic No, 1 in President Sanders’ 
article in the Times; and will Mrs, Jones prepare topic 
No. 3; ete. 

When we were using those topics in that manner, there 
were presented in our class time and again discussions of 
topics and answers to questions therein contained that 
showed research and careful thought. Naturally a person 
will not give the same attention, investigation and thought 
to the general preparation of a lesson, in the discussion of 
which he may not be asked to take any definite part, as he 
will when he has been requested to answer a certain ques- 
tion, or report the results of his research, to the class next 
-Sunday morning. In our class it has not been the custom 

to direct questions to individual members, so that members 
have not always felt it necessary to be thoroughly prepared 
upon the lesson, Perhaps it would not be unjust to say 
that the preparation which the average member of a Sunday- 
school makes for an ordinazy lesson is superficial, He may 
read the text and context, he may glance over some of the 
lesson helps, but he does not always seriously ask himself 
the question, What message has God for our class in this 
lesson ? 

Anything, therefore, which encourages and stimulates 
the members of an adult class to careful study, even oc- 
casionally, of some point connected with a lesson, is of ad- 
vantage, It is admitted on all hands that there are many 
things connected with Bible study which are obscure and 
difficult. May we not believe that God purposely so de- 
signed it, in order that all the pearls should not be cast be- 
fore swine, and that deep and thorough research into the 
Word might always be rewarded by the discovery of gems 
of divine truth? And so I value these outline topics as 
furnishing aid to those who are working to increase interest 
in the study of the Bible, and to make the scssions of Bible 
study classes more interesting and profitable. 


This Pennsylvania teacher has hit on the secret of 
effective Bible class work. Most gladly does The 
Sunday School Times comply with his request for the 
restoration of the needed portion of Dr. Sanders’ 
work, but with a new feature that should make it even 
more profitable : the carefully prepared questions for 
assignment to members of the class are now furnished 
a week in advance, so that the teacher may thus have 
them in hand on one Sunday to assign for the lesson 
of the following Sunday. It is the Times’ conviction 
that if Bible class teachers generally will take up this 
simple but really vital part of their work, there will 





= 


be a genuine renascence of Bible class life, interest, 
and blessing. The Publisher makes an interesting 
announcement, on page 232, of a plan whereby 
classes can avail themselves at once, for every mem- 
ber, of the entire value of The Sunday School Times. 

Moreover, the Editor of The Sunday School Times 
would like to hear from those who adopt this method 
in their class, or have already been using it. He will 
welcome letters from class members telling how their 
interest in Bible study and class work has been in- 
creased by their own careful preparation of the lesson, 
and from class teachers telling what this. method has 
done for their class ; also from any who find that this 
new department of Dr. Sanders’ work is directly ser- 
viceable to them. Such letters as the Pennsylvania 
lawyer has written help to increase the efficiency of 
the Times to its entire family of readers, and the 
Editor will be grateful for similar letters from readers 
at any time expressing their wish for features or de- 
partments that are not now in the paper and that they 
believe are needed, 

“~ 


Signing the Pledge of Peace 


For Young People’s Classes, as Well as Adults. 


HE first step in the treatment and eradication of 

a disease is to find and understand its cause. 

When the microbe or other agent which pro- 

duces the disease has been identified, and the man- 

ner of its transmission ascertained, the way is clear 

to formulate a plan for saving the patient and protect- 
ing the community. 

In a very real sense, war is a disease. In some 
stages of society it may be said to be chronic. The 
savages on the island of Tanna, as described by John 
G. Paton in his Autobiography, were occasionally, for 
brief periods, in a state of peace ; but their natural 
and accustomed state was one of attack and reprisal. 
We have gone well beyond that stage ; but. we-are not 
yet out of danger of a sudden attack of the war spirit, 
producing a condition very like that of a patient in 
the first stages of an acute disease. The attack may 
start with some personal crime, or some encroach- 
ment on what we deem our rights. Then day by day 
the war microbes in the national blood prow by what 
they feed on. At every village store, and on every 
commutation train, people talk about the infamous 
acts of the other side. The yellow newspapers rush 
out special editions, and despatch war correspondents 
and artists to the scene of the expected carnage. Poli- 
ticians drop their other schemes to make capital out 
of the war fever. Events move fast to the point where, 
by an apparently irresistible course of events, the 
glove is dropped into the arena, and acts of war begin. 

The true starting-point of this fearful disease is not 
in the conduct, however unworthy, of any foreign 
power. A healthy national body would be immune 
against any such contagion. Neither does the disease 
begin with the President, nor with Congress or any 
other political power ; nor with the yellow journals, 
It begins—-in free countries at least—with the indi- 
vidual citizen. If the men, women, and children of 
America, or any controlling body of them, were per- 
sonally immune, legislators and executives would 
commit no hasty warlike acts, and the scare news- 
papers would find their occupation gone. This was 
not always so ; for in past ages nations have known 
no other remedy but war for the settlement of dis- 
putes that would not yield to diplomacy. Now,-how- 
ever, our leaders have so far perfected methods of 
peaceful arbitration that there is no more need for two 
civilized powers to go to war than there is for two 
citizens to use their fists or their revolvers in the set- 
tlement of an ordinary personal controversy. The 
time has come for the Sunday-school to take a hand 
in fighting the microbe of war. 

The Sunday-school is an educational institution ; 
and the best kind of education is. that. which consists 
in learning by doing. No formal lesson on peace 
will begin to compare in educational efficiency with 
the simple performance by every pupil of an act of 
peace. Howcan this be done? Why, the pupil can 
take the same kind of a stand on the peace question 
that millions have already taken on the temperance 
question. He can sign the pledge. Taking his stand 
on the law of love as taught by Jesus Christ, and 
recognizing the causes which tend to develop the .war 
spirit and produce national acts of war, the Sunday- 


school pupil can sign a promise that he will himself 
abstain from such acts, and will throw his personal 
influence, so far as it can go, against war and in favor 
of peace. 

Four points, it seems to me, are involved in such a 
pledge. First of all, the individual must keep his 
temper in any matter of international misunderstand- 
ing or aggression. No such unworthy and un-Chris- 
tian sentiment as ‘‘Remember the Maine,’’ must 
come from his lips. If ‘* whosoever hateth his brother 
is a murderer,’’ then whosoever is angry with another 
nation is a friend of war. Secondly, he must, in all 
such times, keep his mind from feeding on the un- 
wholesome pages of yellow journalism, with their 
habitual magnifying of everything that might tend to 
develop war spirit and provoke sensational utterances 
and acts of aggression, Thirdly, he must line up 
against the war politicians, Lastly, he must stand as 
an advocate of the method of international arbitra- 
tion, and of the policy of quietly submitting to a 
proper court every question concerning which his 
country may be in danger of going to war. 

‘In time of peace prepare for war,’’ we are told on 
Washington’s high authority. It is indeed our duty 
to see that our country is strong, able to command 
the respect of every nation. To advocate peace is not 
necessarily to advocate disarmament ; that will come 
later, as a natural consequence of the banishment of 
the war disease from the family of nations. Nor need 
the program of peace prevent this nation from taking 
up the quarrel of some international sufferer like 


. Cuba: there are other ways of enforcing discipline 


besides drawing a revolver. There are also other 


. ways of preparing for war than by drilling troops and 


launching battleships. Let us enlist the soldiers of 


peace. 





THE PLEDGE OF PEACE 

Believing in Peace as the national expression. of 
Christ’s. law of love, and desiring that my personal in- 
fluence shall count in the work of abolishing war, | 
hereby promise, with God’s help : ’ 

1. In times of friction and dispute between this and 
any other country, to keep my international temper. 

2. To discourage the reading of newspaper articles 
which magnify international misunderstandings and ad- 
vocate unfriendly acts on the part of this nation. 

3. To support legislatures and executives in standing 
for the policy of making our national appeal to justice 
rather than to arms. 

4. To advocate international arbitration, as a sufficient 
and final settlement of all disputes between civilized na- 
tions. 











This Peace Pledge, on cards for signing, may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Co. at 12 cents a dozen; 50 or more, 60 cents 
per hundred ; single copies, 1 cent. 


I therefore propose that we, the Sunday-school 
people of North America, join the ranks of the work- 
ers for peace, and honor the teachings of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by observing International Peace Sun- 
day, May 28 ; and that we begin on that day to secure 
signatures to the simple pledge of peace printed here- 
with. Post it on the wall; explain its meaning ; 
gather signatures in every class ; and then let every 
signer start on a campaign that shall not stop until 
every man, woman, and child in North America is a 
soldier of peace.— The Rev. E. Morris Fergusson, 
Philadelphia. 

% 


ALINA, Kansas, is a city of about 10,000 inhabi- 
tants, with twenty churches. The Christian church 
is third innumerical strength. When the average 

attendance of their Sunday-school was 150 they awoke to 
their possibilities. One June Sunday the first Adult 
class was organized with a membership of four young 
women. On July 1 this class had a membership 
of nine. On October 21, I9 were present; on 
November 4, 38 were present; on November 18, 60 
were present ; on December 9, 76 were present ; on 
January 20, 85 were present; on June 30, gI were 
present (just about-one year after the organization of 
the class), and the total enrolment of the class was 
116. The effort to build up this class resulted in the 
organization of a young men’s class with a large mem- 
bership, and also two classes for married people, one 
with a membership of 53, and the other, membership 
of 65. 
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LESSON 9. MAY 28. MICAH’S PICTURE OF UNIVERSAL PEACE 
(International Peace Lesson.) Micah 4: 1-8. Commit verses 2, 3 
Golden Text: Nation. shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.—Micah 4 : 3 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


E OFTEN hear the South American republics 

W ridiculed for the frequent warfare into which 

they seem to get. But two of these republics 

have taught the rest of the world a lesson in peace 
that is worth imitating. 


*‘ The Christ of the Andes’’ is a great bronze statue of 
esus Christ, cast from the molten metal of cannon, stand- 
ing on the crest of the Andes, nearly 15,000 feet above sea 
level, on the boundary line between Argentina and Chile. 
It was paid for by the women of Argentina, and unveiled 
in 1904 in commemoration of the treaties of friendship, ar- 
bitration, and disarmament by which the two Republics had 
settled a long and dangerous dispute. This dispute was 
over the ownership of a territory which controlled the 
watersheds of the Cordilleras, and included 83,000 square 
miles of land. On the 
of Peace are the words (in Spanish): ‘*Sooner shall these 
mountains crumble to dust than Chileans and Argentines 
break the peace which they have sworn at the feet of Christ 
the Redeemer to maintain.’’ Near the statue has been 
erected a hermitage, to which have come monks and dogs 
from St. Bernard, for the purpose of living there and res- 
cuing travelers from the mountain storms and cold.1 


Would it be worth while to have the whole world 
at peace,—a guaranteed, absolutely assured, peace ? 
Why? Just from the lowest standpoint, that of 
money, notice this : 


The world is spending each year on its armies and 
navies two and one quarter billion dollars. If the world 


would settle its difficulties in an International Court, it | 


could reserve one-half billion dollars for an international 
police-force, and with the balance it could build, every year, 
250,000 miles of macadamized roads, six railroads from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, five trans-Siberian railroads, or 
five Panama Canals.1 


Do you think the world’s peace will ever come? 
Why,—or why not? How will it come? Get the 
class to discussing this freely, and expressing their 
own views. Suppose we get the Bible’s thought be- 


- fore we decide what our own ought to be. 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


The lesson message makes four distinct points : 

1. The nations of the world shall seek God. 

2. His word and law shall be final. 

3. Universal peace will result. 

4. The Hebrews shall become a strong nation, and 
the glory of their former reign be restored to them. 

1. Every OnE SeeEkinG Gop.--Why should the whole 
world turn to God? The reason is very simple : the 
difficulty comes in when we try to explain why the 
whole world does wof turn to God. For God is lovg¢. 
And he has been pouring out, lavishing, his love on 
the whole world ever since its creation. Some day 
the world will yield to this irresistible invitation of 
God's love, and earnestly seek him. He is askingus 
who know his love to tell the whole world about it. 

Have the nations begun to do this? Professor 
Beecher gives his thought, on v. 2a. 

2. Gop’s Worp Finat.—Is it a harsh, formidable 
thing to say that the day will come when there shall 
be no appeal from God’s law? Would you like to 
have it so to-day? What of the prayer, “Thy will 
be done in earthasit isin heaven”? If God is love, 
and his will is always loving, where does the harsh- 
ness come in? Would you like the privilege of ap- 
pealing from one who loves you to one who hates 

ou ? No; God’s word is some day going to be the 
ast word on everything, because love is all-powerful, 
cannot be finally defeated, never faileth, and works 
the best forevery one. What a glorious day when 
the whole world sees this, and seeks that law of love! 

3. WHEN UNIVERSAL Peace Comes.—There can be 
no war when love reigns. And that is the only way 
that universal peace will ever come : with everybody 
intent on seeking others’ interests, and no one seek- 
ing his own. e have already seen some blessed 
and miraculous results of the increase of the love- 
spirit in the world ; Mr. Mead’s article on page 227 
records an amazing story of these triumphs. 

But it is easy to catch false notes here and there in 
reasons that are sometimes advanced for world peace, 
such as that it will improve our own commercial con- 
ditions, will reduce our taxes, etc., etc. World peace 
will never come from any such motives as those, for 
they are just as selfish as the cause of war. There is 
vigorous teaching on this point in these lesson pages, 





1 From a remarkably interesting and informing catechism entitled 
** How Far Has the World Progressed Toward Peace,” just issued by 
The Sunday School Times Co., at 10 cents 


pedestal of this great monument . 


Read Micah 


t But in the latter days it shall come to pass, that the moun- 
tain of Jehovah's house shall be established ! on the top of the 
mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills ; and peo- 
ples shall flow unto it.. 2 And many nations shall go and say, 
Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah, and 
to the house of the God o' * nyse ; and he will teach us of his 
ways, and we will walk in his paths. For out of Zion shall go 
forth 2 the law, and the word of Jehovah from jerusalem ; 3 
and he will judge ® between many peoples, and will decide 
concerning strong nations afar off: and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks ; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more. 4 But they shall sit every man under his 
vine and under his fig-tree ; and none shall make them afraid : 
for the mouth of Jehovah of hosts hath spoken it. 5 For all 
the. pecples walk every one in the name of his god; and we 
will walk in the name of Jehovah our God for ever and ever. 

6 In that day, saith Jehovah, will I assemble that which is 
lame, and I will gather that which is driven away, and that 
which I have afflicted ; 7 and I will make that which was lame 
a remnant, and that which was cast far off a strong nation: 
and Jehovah will reign over them in mount Zion from hence- 
forth even for ever. 8 And thou, O tower of 5 the flock, ® the 
hill of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, yea, the 
former dominion shall come, the kingdom of the daughter of 
Jerusalem, 

1 Or, at the head *% Or, instruction *% Or, among 4Or, great 5 Or, 
Eder See Gen. 35. 21. & Heb. Ophel. 

The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


— | 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(The references here given are to paragraphs, by number, 
of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the Times.) 
Verse 1.—What time is ‘“the latter days’? ? What was 
‘*the mountain of Jehovah’s house’’? (Beecher; Ross; 
Mackie, 1, 2; Pierson, 3; Ridgway, 1; Wells, last para- 
graph.) 
Verse 2.—Where was Zion ? 
(Beecher ; Lovett, 5.) 
Verse 3.—What judging and deciding of God is here re- 
ferred to? (Beecher; Ross, 4.) 
Verse 7.—What is meant here by ‘‘a remnant’’? 
(Beecher. ) 
Verse 8.—What was ‘‘ the tower of the flock ’’? 
was ‘*the former dominion ’’ ? (Beecher.) 
Verses 1-8.—Has this prophecy been fulfilled yet? 
(Beecher, next to last paragraph ; Ross; Pierson; Ridg- 
way, I.) 


What *‘law’’ was meant? 


What 








such as Mr. Ross’ 5th paragraph also his 3d, 4th, 
and 7th), Mr. Ridgway’s rst and 4th paragraphs, and 
President Sanders’ 11th paragraph. Here or else- 
where, effective use can be made of the tremendous 
facts and figures on the awful costs of war given in 
Mr. Wells’ 5th to roth paar 

The domesticity of that vine and fig-tree picture is 
explained in Dr. Mackie’s 4th paragraph. Of course, 
in the world-peace reign of love, ‘‘none shall make 
them afraid,” for “there is no fear in love: but per- 
fect love casteth out fear.” 

4. THe GLory OF THE HeBREws.—Do you believe in 
the future of the Jews? You had better, for God 
seems to. Verses 6-9 make some strong statements. 
This world-peace is going to spring from the ag and 
center around them, apparently. Indeed, Mr. Ridg- 
way counts them the strongest nation on earth to-day; 
why ? (last paragraph.) See also Professor Beecher’s 
comment on verses 6-8, 

And through the Jewish nation has come the su- 
preme evidence of God’s love, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who alone, as that Love of God which creates 
men anew, can bring to pass that world-love which 
shall mean world-peace. It is going to reach out into 
the whole world only as we are faithful to the Com- 
mission to carry the Good Tidings of love. Just sup- 
pose the money that is spent to-day on warfare and 
war preparations were spent on obeying Christ’s 
Commission! There are challenging figures to use 
here, given in Mr, Pierson’s 1st paragraph and foot- 
note. That missionaries are the greatest ambassadors 
of peace in the world is conclusively shown in his 2d 
paragraph. Have you let Christ drive all warfare out 
of your own life, and bring you the peace that passeth 
understanding? No one ever knows the meaning of 
peace until Christ has becomc the whole life. Then 
struggle, fight, strain, effort, go. ‘*These things,” 
said Fess, ‘*have I spoken unto you, that in me ye 
may have peaco.” - 


Has it occurred to you that perhaps the world's 
peace may eventually be secured, under God, by the 
samc sort of a Peace-Plecige signing ae ee 
throughout the Sunday-schools of Christendom that 
has already made the temperance pledge such a 
—_ foe of the liguor traffe ? Be sure toread the 
article 


‘on page 228 in this tssue. 





The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Willis J. Beecher, D. D. 


5 ae Book or Micau.—A succession of brief pieces 
of composition, poetry, or impassioned prose, 
placed one after another without systematic 
continuity, though in some cases the order seems to 
be based on the contrasts or resemblances of the con- 
tents of the pieces. Belonging to reigns of Jotham, 
Ahaz, Hezekiah (Micah 1 : 1), say 740 to 710 B.C. 
Structure of the Lesson Passage.—It consists of a 
brief m (t-5), followed by what may easily be re- 
arded as comment. A part of the m is quoted 
in Isaiah (2 : 2-4), and is there made the text of a 
yoy | constructed sermon (chaps. 2-4). The author 
of the little m certainly is not Micah; he may 
be Isaiah. hoever the author, both Isaiah and 
Micah use it as a bit of popular verse, familiar to 
theircontemporaries. It is one of the songs in which 
the son ge celebrated one of the aspects of the 
kingdom of Jehovah on earth (1 Chron. 28 : 5, etc.), 
the eternal kingdom that had been promised through 
the line of David (2 Sam. 7 : 12 ff.; Psa. 89: 4, 27 ff., 
etc.) Necessarily, a kingdom of righteousness and 
lovingkindness must ultimately become a kingdom of 
universal peace. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.—Bu?/: It should be ‘‘and” (Isa. 2: 2). 
The contrast with the sentences that precede is a 
matter of location, not of syntax.— Zhe latter days: 
Future time.—Flow unto it: The flow is uphill ; it 
— an extraordinary exercise of divine power. 

erse 2a.—Many nations: Or, ** great nations.” 
—Go: Better ‘‘come,” as in the next clause.— Come 
ye: The nations will act in consultation, That is 
what the nations are doing now, in the interests of 
universal peace.—He will teach: The verb is the 
one that is cognate with the noun ‘‘law.”” What the 
nations will receive from Jehovah will not be mere 
information, but divine revelation. 

Verse 2 6-5.—The singer’s comment on this consul- 
tation of the nations.—Zivom: The place of David's 
residence, in Jerusalem ; hence the center of author- 
ity for. Jehovah’s kingdom on earth, the eternal king- 
dom that was promised to and through David.—Law 
shall £4 forth: Not ‘the law,” but “law.” Ex- 
plained immediately by the parallel phrase, ‘‘the 
word of Jehovah.” The marginal note, ‘ Or instruc- 
tion” is misleading. What the singer says is that 
truth, revealed from Jehovah from Zion, will be re- 
ceived by the nations as authoritative.—And he will 
judge: Will hold the supreme position.—Befween ° 
... Peoples; Not ‘‘among,” asin the margin. The 
great nations will refer their differences to Jehovah 
as arbitrator, and not to Jehovah as the God of hosts, 
but to Jehovah as judge. Is not that what the na- 
tions are now beginning to do, at the Hague ?—A/far 
off: No nation so distant but that it will submit to 

ehovah’s decision.— Beat their swords into plow- 
Shares: Because the arbitrament of justice, from 
Jehovah, will have superseded the arbitrament of 
war.—/Jehovah of hosts hath spoken: The God of 
battles has himself declared that war shall become 
obsolete.— Walk in the name of Jehovah: This 
great truth, the coming reign of peace, the singer re- 
gards as characterizing the religion of Jehovah, and 
as differentiating him from all other gods. He pre- 
sents the truth, not as a recent revelation to himself, 
but as the outcome of the familiar prophetic doctrine 
concerning the Kingdom and the Anointed king. 

There are many prophecies parallel to this. The 
course of history is on the whole a fulfilment of them, 
The current international peace movement is a veri- 
fication of predictive prophecy. Point by point the 
nations are doing the things which the prophets said 
that they would do, The verification is none the less 
genuine for the fact that the prophecies have con- 
tributed to their.own fulfilment. The glowing words 


-of the prophets have stirred men’s imaginations for 


eighty | eye meee and the seed is germinating. 
Some of the advocates of international peace are not 
devout worshipers of Jehovah, but the movement is 
mainly the fruit of the revelation God has made. 

Verses 6-8.—From the song Micah draws inferences 
that are locally comiorting.—7hat which is lame: 
Better ‘‘her that is lame.” See old version and Eng- 
lish revision. Jerusalem is personified as a woman, 
and the place is put, by metonymy, for the inhab- 
itants. Fornnplees is lame and banished and afflicted 
and driven far, but a remnant will survive, and will 
become a strong ffation, with Jehovah as its king 
eternally.—Zower of the flock... Ophel of the 
Daughter of Zion: Representative localities in Jeru- 
salem.—Former dominion ; Dominion like that under 
David and Solomon. 

Aupurn, N. Y. 
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Micah’s Picture of Universal Peace 
"By the Rev. G. A. Johnston Ross 


O ORACLE of ancient days is more wonderful 
than this, or has proved a more accurate fore- 
cast of history. It appears first among the 

early utterances of Isaiah, Micah’s elder contempo- 
rary: whether it is original to Isaiah or not is not 
known. What we do know is that Micah the fron- 
tiersman, living on the border most exposed to foreign 
invasion, incorporated this oracle into his own mes- 
sage, adding to it significant elements of his own. It 
is more than 2,500 years since Micah wrote this ora- 
cle, and never did it seem so near fulfilment as it 
does at this moment. 

Note the point about Micah’s being a frontiersman. 
People who live in islands girt by the *‘inviolate sea” 
or on vast territories apparently secure against inva- 
sion are often incredulous about the actuality of war, 
criminally light-hearted in their references to it, and 
cynical and indifferent in the matter of its abolition. 

The closest attention should be paid to the frame- 
work in which the Scriptural hopes of peace are set. 
Micah first expects the mountain on which the temple 
of Jehovah is built to rise higher than every other 
mountain: that is to say, he expects monotheism to 
triumph, and the conception of God enshrined in 
Israel everywhere to prevail. As that conception of 
God becomes known, the peoples of the earth will 
turn to it for guidance in the interpretation and 
direction of life : they will seek fellowship in aspira- 
tion, in the — of history from a religious point of 
view, and in working out in their social’ arrangements 
the implicates of God’s holy character: and it is in 
this fellowship in aspiration, in this possession of a 
common view of the ideal, and in the exchange of 
thoughts upon life’s meaning, that Micah sees the 
only guarantee of lasting peace. It is impossible to 
do full justice to the sanity and the profundity of 
this thought, which is in accord with all the teaching 
of Scripture on the reconciliation of the schisms of 
humanity. Scripture everywhere lays stress on the 
fact that man’s estrangement from man is —— 
due to man’s estrangement from God: and teaches 
that, while other causes may contribute to the desired 
end, nothing will secure peace except the uniting of 
this world in devotion to one God, and in the recogni- 
tion of one over and holy will, as the common 
source and norm of justice between man and man. 

In the third verse of this chapter, Micah does ac- 
tually use the equivalent of the word ‘ arbitrate.” 
This one word alone, taken in connection with the 
recent establishment of an International Court of 
Arbitration is enough to make this oracle one of the 
most arresting that has come down to us. 

For it has been in part already fulfilled. As tothe 
unity of God, the sanest intellects in all the nations 
have converged upon the common conviction that if 
there be a God, there is at least only one: the spread- 
ing of the ‘scientific view of the world” (and it is to 
be remembered that the world is rapidly becoming 
not only commercially and industrially, but scien- 
tifically, oe) is rendering polytheism impossible and 
idolatry obsolete, And, more important still, it is the 
‘‘word of the Lord from Jerusalem”’ that has pre- 
vailed : and the conception of God given through the 
prophets of Israel and shining in the face of Jesus 
Christ is coming to hold the field unchallenged. No 
other deity will finally be credible to men. We are 
a long way off yet, it is true, from such an universal 
acceptance of and attachment to Israel’s God as will 
guarantee peace: but it is plain to us all that we 
have in the providence of God reached an era of 
widespread and increasing permeation of men’s 
minds by the Christian conception of God, of the 
formation of international laws and holding of fruit- 
ful international conferences, of the openness of 
men’s minds to the international exchange of ideas 
and of the hope of the establishment of common 
ideas of justice, truth, and mutual trust. It has been 
said that over the highways of the world there pass 
first armies ; next goods: and finally thoughts. We 
have come to theeraof theexchange of thoughts, In 
time there will come, in the deepest and truest sense, 
‘‘ free” trade: and then war will be inconceivable. 
But the Scripture gives not the slightest countenance 
to the optimism which looks for this consummation 
to come by way of mere diplomacy, or the working 
of policies of expediency : it ~ <9 peace through 
religion, and ——_ religion only. 

And peace will more than mere cessation of 
warfare. That negative idea is not presented to us 
in Scripture as an ideal by itself, but always for the 
sake of what it leads to. The cessation of hostilities 
is simply a lull that men may “ hear the angels sing.” 
Peace is to be followed by the twin blessings of pros- 
perity and security (v. 4). Thereis first that peasant 
proprietorship which militarism ultimately makes im- 
possible; and next the idea of reasonable leisure, for 
the expansion of life by communion with nature and 
with God. Andit is just here that lies one of the most 
terrible condemnations of the militarist spirit ; it 
thrives on the distrust of man by man, on the op- 
pression of man by man, and on robbing men of 
their lawful leisure and opportunity for life’s enrich- 
ment. 

‘*The nations,” said Micah, ‘‘are walking now 
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every one in the name of his god”—and his god isa 
local provincial deity, whose worship means a selfish 
setting of men of other nations at a hostile distance: 
let us walk in the name of Jehovah, the illocal, the 
universal, of whose glory the whole earth is full. 
So will we serve the cause of peace, the peace that 
develops the impoverished nations, and out of their 
— halting lives makes a life that is powerful 
and united, 


Bryn Mawr, Pa, 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


N the latter days (v. 1). The expression was 
and is still used by the Jews as equivalent to 
‘*the days of the kingdom of heaven,” and ‘ the 

days of the Messiah.” 

Lhe mountain of Jehovah's house... on the top 
of the mountains (vy. 1). All over Syria and Pales- 
tine the sentiment prevails that a building dedicated 
to communion with God should be in a high, out- 
standing position. On the Lebanon the morning 
and evening sun lights up the white monasteries on 
the hilltops, and here and there ‘‘ the solitary place” 
of the Druzes, and these, by their conspicuous posi- 
tion, form landmarks to the traveler. 

Swords into plowshares... spears into pruning- 
hooks (v. 3). he sword is somewhat suggestive of 
the straight metal shaft of the light Oriental plow, 
and the spear-head could easily be turned into a 
pruning-hook, 

Under his vine and under his fig-tree (v. 4). Not 
the vine of the vineyard, nor the fig-tree of the com- 
mon orchard or plantation, but the trellised vine 
over the entrance to the house, and the spreading 
fig-tree in the house garden. There in the cool green 
shade, with the sound of running water around him, 
and his children at hand, and. with no probability of 
conflict or disturbance, the house-holder could enter 
into the enjoyment of perfect and abiding peace. 


ALEXANDRIA, EGyPT, 
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The Progress toward Peace 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


OW soon will the prophecy of Micah be ful- 
filled ? It is nineteen centuries since the Prince 
of Peace came to bring ‘‘ Peace on earth, good 

will to men,” and yet to-day the nations of Europe 
and America are spending fifty times as much for 
armies, navies, and fortifications as they are for 
giving the gospel of peace to the non-Christian 
world.1 Which is better—a military school to train 
men to fight each other, or a Christian college to 
train men to serve each other ; a fort to hold guns, 
ammunition, and idle soldiers, or a factory alive 
with industry to produce useful articles ; a battle- 
ship to cruise around, fire at targets or at men, ora 
mission station to teach men and women to know 
God and love their fellow-men; an army, trained 
only to fight against their brothers, or a band of 
missionaries trained to save men from sin and death ? 
Christians are taxed heavily to support the former, 
and give ons ly or grudgingly to support the 
latter. Is this helping to fulfil Micah’s prophecy ? 
The missionaries are the greatest ambassadors of 
peace in the world. Where they have gone and 
their message has been accepted, head-hunting, can- 
nibalism, and barbarous warfare have given way, 
and yee! commerce, security, and fellowship have 
been established. Sir Harry Smith, a former gov- 
ernor of Kaffraria, declared that ‘‘a frontier would 
be better guarded by nine mission stations than by 
nine military posts.” One out of many examples of 
what missionaries are doing is the transformation of 
the savage, warlike ’Ngoni, of British Central Africa, 
into a peaceful, industrious, law-abiding people. 
When will the prophecy of Micah be fulfilled ? 
When the conditions he pictures prevail—when the 
worship of the one true God is established ; when all 
of the many nations seek to know and walk in His 
ways ; when those near and far aro judged accord- 
ing to His word; when guns are made into church- 
bells, swords and spears are beaten into industrial 
implements, and a now spent on war is used 
for Christian work ; when those who now walk in 
the way of their own false gods walk in the way of 
Jehovah. This is the true basis of peace that the 
missionaries are seeking to establish. The fulfilment 
will come when Jesus Christ reigns as Lord of all. 


Brooktyn, N. Y. 





1 For Foreign Missions Christians spend about $22,000,000 ; for war, 
Germany alone spends $160,000,000.  Lioyd George, British Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, reports that the various countries of the world 
spend annually $2,250,000,000 for war—an increase of $1 000,000,000 in 
twenty years (exclusive of pensions). 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


In the Hearts.—/n the latter days it shall come to 
ny (v. 1). Read what Paul has to say about the 
ast days in 2 Timothy 3. Some folks think we have 
arrived. As I write, Philadelphia is rejoicing because 
her shipyards are to build two of the costliest and 
most tremendous machines for killing folks ever de- 
signed. England’s and Germany’s nexts will be 
bigger still. Thus the world grows better. Fight is 
in the blood. My friend, Joe Gillam, has four boys. 
‘** Hello, Joe, old fellow, how are you?” I hailed him 
some years ago; ‘‘what are you doing?” ‘ Po- 
lice,” grinned Joe. ‘*Got four scrappin’ boys.” 
Every year a larger company of splendid people as- 
semble at Lake Mohonk—and talk Peace. But the 
Sa keep righton. There will be Peace in the 
ast days, but it will be under the Prince of Peace. 
The place to begin for Peace is in the hearts of men. 
The fruit of the Spirit is peace (Gal. 5 : 22). Mr. 
corneas can spend his armor-plate millions building 
Peace Palaves, aud Lake Mohonk can talk till dooms- 
day, but there will be no peace until the Spirit of 
God enters the hearts of men. 


Growing Weak.— S/rong nations ... shall beat 
their swords into plowshares (v. 3). In my library 
hefe are two swords which are serving as ornamental 
hat-hooks. A small job to make hat-hooks out of 
them. But to get them into plowshares will take the 
strong arm of,a skilled smith. These swords ina 
jiffy can go into the killing business. It takes a 
strong nation to disarm. America could do it if she 
would, But peace is not in the heart of her. At 
that Mohonk conference the leading advocate of 
peace was bitter against the man who suggested 
soldiers were indispensable. My, how her eyes 
snapped and her tongue cut—and the Colonel went 
down. I just laughed at the ‘* Peace Congress,” and 
whispered, ‘‘ Not yet.” The weakest nation to-day ~ 
is the one on the strongest war footing. Her sword 
may cut off her own head (Matt. 26 : §2). The strong- 
est nation will be the plowshare nation—the. nation 
which has never had a standing army nor, until re- 
cently,anavy. Behold what you see: dreadnaughts 
building, taxes multiplying, food prices climbing. 
Growing stronger and weaker, 

Farmers.— Every man under his vine and under 
his fig-tree...none shall make themafraid (v. 4). 
‘Why did you come to America?” I asked my Ger- 
man tailor. ‘‘To escape miljtary seryice,” he re- 
plied. The army swallows men- andthe land, In 
some military countries taxation is almost confisca- 
tion. ‘‘ Vine and fig-tree” seekers pour in to us. 
The Book gives the vine and fig-tree situation as the 
ideal one, and not the brick box and asphalt combi- 
nation. Matthew Henry calls war ‘‘the art of the 
glory of a kingdom.” ho ever erected a monu- 
ment toa farmer? ‘The vine and fig-tree man. It’s 
a poor city which does not have a bronze man with a 
sword. nation of farmers is never a nation of 
fighters — unless attacked. - Petrarch says, ‘' Five 
great enemies of peace inhabit with us, Avarice, 
Ambition, Envy, Anger, Pride, If these were to be 
banished we should infallibly enjoy perpetual peace.” 


With the Father.— We will walk in the name of 
Jehovah our God forever (v. 5) The Quakers of 
Chester and the Dunkards of Lancaster County are 
living commentaries on this verse. Come and see 
their broad acres. These beautiful farms they culti- 
vate, and the sweet and simple life they live. They 
also have great mills and factories. They never 
fight. If a Dunkard goes to law he is turned out of 
meeting and disowned. The Quakers do not go this 
far, but who ever sees a broad brim in the court by 
the side of a lawyer—even in West Chester (Matt. 5: 
39, 40)? ‘* Where God is all agree.” The other day 
I saw a crowd of boys ‘‘ layin’ for” another boy. 
Presently that other boy came along, but the waiting 
gang did not doathing. The other boy was walk- 
ing with his father, and so did not have to fight that 
day. Because a policeman walks in the name of the 
city he rarely has to fight. When this whole nation 
of ours learns to walk with the Father war will be 
gone forever—but not until then. 

World’s Strongest Nation.—A strong nation:... 
and Jehovah will reign over them (v. 7). Coates- 
ville is greatly blessed because its industries are all 
in strong hands. The manufacturers never quarrel, 
because they are strong. Those Central and South 
American republics are always at it. The United 
States Steel Co. holds the umbrella over all the other 
steelmakers because the U. S. Steel is strong. The 
fighter is the weak one. The strongest nation in the 
world to-day is one which does not have a single 
ship or a single soldier or a single gun. It is a na- 
tion of traders. No other nation goes to war without 
the permission of this nation. It is the Jewish na- 
tion (Psa. 147: 20). In business the strong houses 
are not the ones that make war and ‘‘cut.” The 
fighting firm is the weak one, and if it owes you a 
bill get it quick. Many a time some merchant has 
come to town to put the old residenters out of business. 
Where are those merchants to-day? The old resi- 
denters are still here under the reign of Jehovah. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 





LESSON FOR MAY 28 (Micah 4 : 1-8) 


Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


A physician in Pennsylvania who is 
teaching an adult Bible class is pleased 
with the Underwood Travel System. He 
sends this enthusiastic word with his 
order: “I received the stereoscope and 
fourteen stereographs, and when I saw 
what they were like I immediately de- 
cided to order the entire year’s series. 
Please find enclosed my check for the 
balance in full.” 


‘Forty-five different places will be visited 
during 1911; the forty-five stereographs cost 
$7.50, and if ordered at one time a cloth- 
bound, gold-lettered case will be given free. 
‘The use of these helps may profitably be 
begun at any time during the year. The 
Second Quarter’s lessons call for eleven 
stereographs, cost $1.83. ‘he May lessons by 
themselves call for three stereographs, cost 50 
cents. Thirteen places visited in 1910 are re- 
visited in 1911, so persons already owning the 
1910 material need order only thirty-two new 
stereographs this year. Less than three stereo- 
graphs in one order are 2ocentseach. Stereo- 
scope, 85 cents. Express or postage is prepaid. 
Orders should be sentto ‘he Sunday School 
_ Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 

a. 


ICAH’S prophecies were probably first 
heard in Jerusalem, Find number 21 
marking the point of a V just outside 

the city wall at the south, If you stand to- 
day at the point of that V and look northeast 








MAP PATENT No. ‘BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD, 
; PAT'D UN GREAT BRITAIN. 


over the space between the spreading lines, 
you find yourself in a hillside field where 
some Syrian farmer raises vegetables. A 
young woman, who may be the farmer’s wife 
or daughter, is leading a donkey across the 
plowed ground, At the opposite end of the 
field, farther up the hill, you see a high 
stone-wall, much like the one you saw May 
7 around at the west side of the city. At 
the farther side of the wall the hill slopes 
higher and higher, so that the stonemasonry 
does not hide what stands beyond it within 
the present town limits. You get a glimpse 
of a green garden with a tall, feathery palm- 
tree, several small grayish stone buildings, 
and then a rather large, long building on the 
crest of the hill—a building with a beautiful 
dome crowning one part of its roof. That is 
a modern Moslem mosk, Away off at the 
right (east), beyond the city wall, another 
hill, the Mount of Olives, rises even higher 
than the city hill. There are green fields 
and orchards on its slope ; some large gray 
buildings and a tall tower on the summit. 

At the time when Micah was preaching 
here the southern wall of the city extended 
considerably farther southward than it does 
now, This field at your feet was inside the 
town and most likely covered with homes, 

There were no newspapers in those days ; 
people told each other what they had heard. 
Without any doubt at all there were men 
and women in those days who sat on their 
flat house-roofs.on this very hillside, after 
supper, and looked across the valley to that 
same slope of Olivet, while they talked to- 
gether about Micah’s extraordinarily plain 
speaking. Everybody knew that pagan en- 
emies were likely to seize Samaria, only forty 
miles away at the north. Micah evidently 
believed that the same calamity would befall 
Jerusalem. ‘‘ Not at all,’’ protested some 
of the people. ‘‘ Jerusalem is all right. No 
need to worry ’’ (3: 11). If one were punc- 
tilious about sacrifices at the temple (a don- 
key like this one was not acceptable, but a 
calf or a ram would do), the Lord would be 
well enough satisfied, and he would look out 
for Jerusalem. ‘That was what some of the 
priests said. But Micah declared Jerusalem 
was no¢ all right, and that things could not 
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be made right by means of any sort of temple 
offerings, while men and women drove dis- 
honest bargains for the sake of making 
money, and told lies for selfish advantage 
(6: 11,12), ‘There was probably a good deal 
of discussion about the impracticability of 
such idealism as Micah’s. 

There must have been some who did 
heartily believe that Micah was right, and 
that in the long run his unbusinesslike no- 
tions, if carried out, not only between man 
and man, but also between nation and na- 
tion, would work out universal peace, as he 
said (4 : 3, 4). 

You can see for yourself this part of 
Micah’s Jerusalem, with the eastward out- 
look which he knew well, if you use a stereo- 
graph entitled ‘‘ Farming on Mt. Moriah 
under the South Wall ; Outlook Northeast 
to Olivet.”’ 

% 


The Illustration Round - Table 


Peace Not Wasteful.—-Va/ion shall not 
“ift up sword against nation (Golden Text). 
I saw a picture the cther day which was in- 
tended to represent the re-enshrinement of 
peace. A cannon had dropped from its 
battered carriage, and was lying in the 
meadow rusting away to ruin, A lamb was 
feeding at its very mouth, and round it on 
every side flowers were growing. But really 
that is not a picture of the Golden Age. The 
cannon is not to rust: it is to be converted ; 
its strength is to be transfigured. After the 
Franco-German war many of the cannon- 
balls were remade into church-bells. One 
of our manufacturers in Birmingham told me 
only a week or two ago that he was busy 
turning the empty cases of the shells used in 
the recent war into dinner-gongs.— William 
D. Marsh, Little Falls, N. Y. J. H. Jowett, 
in Hastings’ ‘* Great Texts of the Bible,”’ 


What Brings Peace.—Vation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, netther shall 
they learn war any more (Golden Text). 
T. Dewitt Talmage said: ‘* When I was 
but a small boy I heard words from the lips 
of a saintly old man in a prayer-meeting 
which have kept by me ever since, and have 
been, of no little help to my Christian expe- 
rience. He was the kind of Christian who 
praised God in his daily life as well as in the 
prayer-meeting. At the close of a wonder- 
ful testimony he told us in four simple words 
the secret of his life’s happiness. They were 
these : ‘Z just love everybody.’ How that 
man went upin my opinion! At that mo- 
ment there was born within me the hope 
that I might one day say those same words 
with that same fervor and spirit.’’—77ressa 
‘Irving, Somerville, Mass. 


A Fighter’s Prayer.— Come ye, and let us 
go up to the mountain of Jehovah, ... and 
we will walk in his paths (v. 2). Even the 
mightiest fighters themselves realize that it 
is better to walk in the paths of God. ‘As 
Stonewall Jackson stood one morning at the 
door of his tent, the soldiers in blue in the 
distance, beside him the soldiers in gray, a 
battle being imminent, he offered a prayer 
like this: ‘O God, bring quick victory to 
one army or the other. O God, settle this 
cruel warfare, and send us back to our homes, 
to our God-given purpose of winning men to 
Jesus Christ.’’’— &. Wilbur Babcock, 
Downers Grove, Ill, From ** Men and Re- 
tigion.”’ 

Love Getting into Warfare.— He wil/ teach 
us of his ways (v. 2). Brutality in war isa 
thing of the past with the Japanese. No one 
point in the recent sad conflict with China 
gave more pleasure to the real friends of Japan 
than did the spirit she exhibited toward the 
conquered, In the hospitals the Chinese sick 
and wounded lay side by side with the Japa- 
nese, receiving treatment from the same 
physicians and nurses, who all wore the Red 
Cross uniform, showing the organization 
they represented. The treatment of prison- 
ers was kind and generous, The men had 
the same food as the Japanese soldiers in the 
barracks, and a real interest in their per- 
sonal and moral welfare was manifested by 
the Japanese officers in charge, When the 
time came for them to be sent home, many 
begged to be allowed to stay. Many Japa- 
nese, from officers to coolies, attribute this 
moral victory to the influence of Christianity 
among them.—7heodore C. Williams, Imlay 
City, Mich. The Rev. David S. Spencer, of 
Nagoya, in Dennis’ ** Christian Missions and 
Social Progress.”” 


Peace by His Own Son.—/ehovah will 
reign over them (v. 7). History tells us 





what a struggle the English had to subdue 
the Welsh, and to make them loyal subjects, 
When by sheer force of numbers they were 
forced to surrender, that brave people pro- 
tested so violently against foreign rule that 
their English conqueror gave them as king 
his own son, born in their own princi- 
pality, and hence their own prince. Him 
they accepted without protest, and became 
peaceful and law-abiding subjects. Does it 
not read like John 3 : 16?—LZéiza XK. Von 
Bergen, Brooklyn, N. Y. The prise for this 
week is awarded to this illustration. 


oa 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


APrayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
in whom is found the brotherhood of all men, 
we thank thee for the unifying power of thy gos- 

el. ‘Thou hast loved us with a patient, tender 
ove even while hatred and greed have con- 
sumed the hearts of thy brethren, and in thee 
we have seen the divine blending of strength and 
restraint, valor and forbearance. Lord Jesus, 
may we submit our impatience, our inconsider- 
ate judgments of others, our wicked tempers to 
thee for a swift death to these inward enemies, to 
the end that each one of us may live and serve 
in thy likeness among our fellows. May the 
nations of the earth come into a fuller recogni- 
tion of the brotherhood of man. May thy 
Kingdom come, to unite us all in allegiance to 
thee. In thy name, we pray. Amen, 


Before the Lesson.— Because of the very 
wide interest in the thought of a world-peace, 
this lesson offers a rare opportunity to bring 
before the school some of the facts about the 
progress that has been made in recent years 
toward settling international disputes by ar- 
bitration. To those who have never studied 
the subject, the number of important cases 
that have been settled in this way will be sur- 
prising. As a help to any school where it is 
desired to emphasize the right principles of 
the peaceful adjustment of international dif- 
ferences, a brief Opening Service has been 
prepared for use with this lesson. The ser- 
vice includes responsive readings and the 
words of appropriate hymns. With this 
service, for use in connection with it, will be 
supplied sheets bearing about thirty short 
paragraphs, each taking only a few sec- 
onds to read, These paragraphs are to be 
clipped from the sheets, and distributed to as 
many persons in the school as may be chosen 
to take part intheexercise. Each paragraph 
gives a noteworthy fact about the progress 
of peace movements among the nations. 
This remarkable collection of facts has been 
prepared by Professor Wm. I. Hull, a mem- 
ber of the Society of Friends, and Professor 
of History in Swarthmore College, Swarth- 
more, Pa, Copies of the service may be had 
at $1.00 a hundred. A copy of the sheet of 
paragraphs will be sent with each order for 
twenty-five or more copies of the program. 
The sheet of peace-facts will be equally 
effective in a class when the school as a 
whole does not use it, and will be mailed by 
itself for 10 cents, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* Thy Kingdom come, O God.”’ 
‘* It came upon the midnight clear.” 
** And is the time approaching."’ 
** O God of love, O King of peace.” 
‘* In heavenly love abiding.”’ 
‘* How sweet, how heavenly is the sight.” 
‘** Watchman, tell us of the night."’ 
‘* Hasten, Lord, the glorious time."’ 
(Refesences in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 122 : 1-5 (267 : 1-4). 
Psalm 72 : 1-6 (144 : I-5). 
Psalm 2 : 5-9 (4 : 1-4). 
Psalm 47 : 1-5 (99 : I-5). 
Psalm 46 : 1-4 (96 : 1-4). 
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Lesson Home-Readings 
(Selected under the auspices of the Sunday-school 
Editorial Association, and approved by the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee). 
M.—Micah 4: 1-8 . Micah’s Picture of Univer- 
sal Peace. 

T.—Micah 1 : 1-16. Israel’s Wounds are In- 
curable. 

W.—Micah 2: 1-13. . The Lord their King is 
Passed on before them. 

T.—Micah 4 :9to5:1. . From Babylon shalt 
thou be Rescued. 

F.—Micah 3: 1-12. . ‘‘Is not the Lord in the 
midst of us ?"’ 

S.—Micah 5 : 1-15 . ‘‘ Shall Feed his Flock in 
the Strength of the Lord."’ 

S.—Micah 6 : rto 7 : 20. Who Pardoneth like 
unto God? 
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Department Helps 





The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.— When all nations 
know and love the Lord, there will be 
no more war, 

Note to Teachers. —Nearly every large city 
has its soldiers’ monument, erected in honor 
of those who died in war. The children are 
interested, through public school exercises, 
in Memorial Day, when monuments and 
graves are decorated with flags and flowers. 
Impress the truth that war always brings suf- 
ering and sorrow, while peace brings happi- 
ness and blessing. Decorate with flags, and 
if possible display a Christian flag, as ithe 
emblem of peace (white, except the blue field, 
containing a red cross; no words printed on 
it) Use patriotic songs. 

Approach.—lt is fun to play soldier some- 
times, when children carry sticks for swords 
or guns, but even in play, on Fourth of July, 
many children are hurt and some are killed. 
The music and marching are fine, but your 
mother and you children would be worried 
and sad if your father were called to real war, 
and you didn’t know when he might be hurt 
or killed. : 

Lesson Story.—There had been so many 
battles between the kings and their armies 
that God sent his messenger, or prophet, to 
tell the people that there should not always 
be war. The messenger was Micah, and he 
said that one day there should come from 
little Bethlehem a ruler who should be kin 
forever (5 : 2, 5). The prophet Isaiah called 
him the ‘ Prince of Peace.’’ 

When Jesus was born the angels said (re- 
peat it), ‘*Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace.”’ 

Micah the prophet meant Jesus when he 
said, ‘‘It shall come to pass that the people 
from many nations shall go to the house of 
the Lord, and he will teach us of his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths. Nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more.’’ It is coming 
true. As people and nations learn more 
about Jesus they do not want war. Sing a 
verse of ‘‘ Onward, Christian Soldiers,’’ and 
explain that it means a battle against wrong. 

An old cannon was brought back from a 
war and set up in a park, After a while 
grass grew under it and a flowering vine 
climbed over it, until it was partly covered 
with green leaves, Some birds were hunting 
a safe place for a nest. One rested on the 
cannon, and spied the quiet hole inside. He 
called his mate, and they decided to build 
there. ‘They carried straw, string, hair, and 
feathers, and made the dearest nest. Nobody 
found it, until one day a man rested on a 
bench near by and noticed two birds flying in 
and out of the cannon’s mouth. He went 
near enough to see the nest and hear the 
chirping of young birds, calling for more 
food. He said to himself, How much better 
for the old cannon to be covered with vines 
and flowers, as a safe home for birds, than 
to be firing balls to kill people. 

Micah said such things would happen 
when there should be nomore war, ‘‘ People 
shall beat[or change] their swords into plow- 
shares [to plow the fields] and their spears 
into pruning-hooks ae knives to trim the 
vines and trees]. obody shall be afraid, 
but the people shall live under their own 
vines and fig-trees, and they shall walk in the 
name of the Lord God forever.’’ 

Our money helps to send missionaries and 
teachers to other lands, so that when all peo- 
ple know the Lord there shall not be war any 
more, but peace everywhere. 

A lot of cannon-balls were once left aftef 
awar. Some good men said, Let us not 
keep these cannon-balls, but melt them -to 
make a big bell for the church to call the 
people to worship. They did so, and I think 
this is what the bell said : 


‘*Come ! Come! people come ! 
This the bell's message to me, to you. 
Come ! Come! all may come, 
Fathers and mothers and childgen too.”’ 
(Song Stories for the Sunday-school) 


If you children live to be a hundred years 
years old I hope you may never see war. 

Hand-Work: Give to each child a tiny 
flag to wear, and later to be placed in the 
child’s scrap-book. Those who can write 


( Continued on page 233) 
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- THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


To Adult Bible Class Leaders 


MAY 13, 1gl11 


ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND 
NAMES WANTED 


What YOU Can Do 





What WE Will Do. 


Adult Bible class leaders and members are discovering The Sunday School. 
Times. We know that they know, because they are subscribing to the paper. 


But we have not been able thus far to tell nearly enough persons about the value 
of the paper as an adult Bible class help for students as well as for teachers. 


We have been talking to about seven hundred thousand Sunday-school workers 


month by month for a good while through other Sunday-scheol periodicals. 


in all grades of the school. 
We want to talk more directly, more definitely, to a hundred thousand adult 
Bible class students as such, explainng why The Sunday School Times is the paper 
for every one of them—not merely for the teacher, but for the adult student as well. 
Will you give us this opportunity by sending at once the names and addresses 
of the students in your adult Bible class—anywhere from eighteen or twenty years 


of age upwards. 


These are 


As the leader of an adult class you will be glad to add to your own or the class 
library a few choice books, at the least expense. Here is your opportunity to secure 
the books while aiding us in gathering the desired names. 


If you will send us the names of the members of your Adult 
Bible Class, the following exceptional book offers are open to you. 
Notice the great difference between the usual price and the 


very low cost to you in consideration of the sending of the names 




































For the names and 10 cents 


‘*Archaeology’s Solution of Old Testa- 
ment Problems."' The Rev. John Urquhart’s 
compact and informing little book on the an- 
swers that pick and spade are giving to de- 
structive biblical criticism. Regular price, 30 
cents. 

Or, ‘‘Evangelism Through Bible Study.’’ 
By Frederic S. Goodman. An urgent appeal 
for individual soul-winning through Bible class 
fellowship and study. Regular price, 25 cents. 


For the names and 25 cents 


‘*What Shall a Young Girl Read ?"’ 
Mrs. Margaret E. Sangster’s definite suggestions 
as to the best books for the girl,—a great help 
to parent and teacher and to the girl herself. 
Regular price, 50 cents. 

Or, Mrs. Annie Trumbull Slosson’s beautiful 
White Mountain story of the snow-cross, 
‘«White Christopher,’’ with illustrations by 


The Sunday School Times Company - 





Alice Barber Stephens. 
cents. 


Regular price, 75 


For the names and 50 cents 


Professor Willis J. Beecher’s ‘ Dated 
Events of the Old Testament,’’ an indispen- 
sable hand-book for the careful student, teacher, 
or preacher. Chronological tables with ex- 
haustive notes. Regular price, $1.50. 

Or, Henry Clay Trumbull’s ‘‘Our Mis- 
understood Bible,’’ a noteworthy book that 
illuminates many an obscure or misunderstood 
passage. Regular price, $1.00, 

Or, Ira D. Sankey’s ‘* My Life and Story of 
the Gospel Hymns,"’ Mr. Sankey’s story of 
his own life, and scores of incidents about the 
use of the gospel hymns around the world. 
24 illustrations. Regular price, $1.50. 


For the names and 75 cents 


Studies in Oriental Social Life. By H. Clay 
Trumbull, D.D. A rich fund of side-lights on 








Bible characters and customs as studied in the 
life of the East by a keen-eyed American 
scholar who knew how to see and say the things 
that every one wants to know about Oriental 
customs. Regular price, $1.50. 

Or, ‘Light on the Old: Testament from 
Babel.’’. By Professor A. T. Clay, Ph.D. An 
authoritative statement of the results of recent 
archeological discoveries, and the light they 
throw on Old Testament history. The book is 
abundantly illustrated, many of the pictures 
never having been published before. Regular 
price, $2.00. 


For the names and $1.25 


Light and Shade Relief Map of Palestine, 
By George May Powell. A beautifully printed 
flat map, which has the effect of a raised map, 
showing elevations and depressions, with a 
simple key system for locating important places. 
Wall size, over all, 50% x 37 inches. Regular 
price, $2.50. , 


- 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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LESSON FOR MAY 28 (Micah 4 : 1-8) 


(Continued from page 231) 


may copy under the flag. ‘‘ Let our flag wave 
in. peace forever.”’ 


Cuicaco, ILL, 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


When we, with all the world, agree 
That cruel war shall cease, 

Our flag shall bear in token glad 
The white band which means feace, 


MICAH’S PICTURE OF UNIVERSAL PEACE 
I. The Peace Nation. Three Departments of 
its Government. ‘Three Results. 
II. The Peace Army. Three Sections. How 
Each Helps. 


SHOWED to my girls to-day the picture 
of ‘* The Christ of the Andes,’’ and told 
them the story of how, after seventy 

years of trouble over Andean boundaries, 
the people of Argentine and Chile settled the 
difficulty by arbitration and erected a statue 
of Christ upon the highest peak of the Andes. 
I read the wonderful dedication scene and 
the memorable words inscribed on the base 
of the statue, ‘*Sooner shall these moun- 
tains crumble to dust than Argentines and 
Chileans break the peace to which they have 
pledged themselves at the feet of Christ the 
Redeemer.”’ 

Listen, Micah! Twerity-six centuries ago 
you said a day would come when nations 
would beat their swords into plowshares. It 
is coming, Micah, for in our own time na- 
tions have beaten their cannon into a statue 
of Jesus Christ, (This story is told in an in- 
teresting way in a pamphlet published by the 
American Peace Society, Beacon Street, Bos- 
ton.) 

Let me show you some advantages of 
peace. Instead of firing each single cannon 
shot our government could pay a working- 
man’s wages for three years, or could build 
him a little home, or send his boy to college 
for four years. 

‘*Our country needs heroes .of.peace far 
more than heroes of war. Civic heroism, re- 
warded by no medals, is far rarer.. Our great- 
est enemies are corruption, ignorance, pov- 
erty, and vice. Our greatest honors are due 
to those who fight these greatest foes.’’ 

Now let us see Micah’s peace. nation. 
Let us note its governmént, Ours has what 
three departments? The girls named legis- 
lative, executive, judicial departments. 1’1l 
read of the Peace nation, and you tell 
me the department, Then I read, ‘*Out of 
Zion shall go forth the law and the word of 
Jehovah from Jerusalem.’’ This was legis- 
lative. Jehovah’s word must be the laws. 

‘* He will teach us his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths.’’ This was the executive 
department, with Jehovah and his people 
working together, ‘* He will judge between 
many nations,’ etc., gave our judicial de- 
partment. Then on our tablets the girls 
wrote the thought thai Jehovah must be rep- 
resented in and control each department. 
We then found as the result Peace in three 
places: heart, home, and nation, Mark 
and read Isaiah 9 : 6, 7. Is this a good 
thing? Then why not spread it among na- 
tions? Could not a Peace army help us? 

Our army will be in three sections : (1) Rul- 
ers of Christian nations, Why? (2) Business 
men everywhere, Christian or non-Christian. 
Why? (3) A third section, small but power- 
ful, acting like scouts in dangerous, outlying 
places. The girls named the missionaries. 
We then discussed how the missionary could 
spread the peace doctrine: (1) By his per- 
sonal example (illustrate). (2) By his teach- 
ings of (a) the Prince of Peace and the 
brotherhood of man, and (4) the true mean- 
ing of patriotism and love of country. We 
spoke of each missionary in the great heathen 
crowd spreading the fragrance of universal 
peace to those heathen people. 

This week you may not have an opportu- 
nity to uphold international peace, but you 
may find opportunity to uphold family peace 
or peace among your friends. Then remem- 
ber the words of Jesus (Matt. 5 : 9): 
‘* Blessed are the peacemakers : for they shall 
be called sons of God.”’ 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read Hosea 14. What does Jehovah 
promise Israel if she repents ? 

Read Hosea 14. If Israel repents, how 
will she be like the cedars of Lebanon and 
the olive-tree ? 

Read Luke 15: 11-32. How is Israel a 
prodigal son? How does she differ from the 
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one in the story? Memorize and write the 
last sentence in Nehemiah 9: 17. 

Memorize and mark Isaiah §5 : 7. 

Read Romans 8: 1-12. When and how 
did Christians secure pardon ? 

Read Hosea 14. Prove the last statement 
in the book by Israel’s history, 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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My Class of Boys 


And One New Plan Every Week 
By Amos R. Wells 


HIS Weex’s Nove_ty.—Having the 
room committee distribute pencils and 
paper, I told the boys that they would 

soon be going to college, and would then be 
required to take notes of many lectures. 
They might as well begin to practise now, 
and I would give them a little lecture on 
Micah and peace, of which they were to 
take careful notes. I had placed on the 
wall a sheet of manilla paper, upon which, 
with a large crayon, I made an outline for 
them to copy. 

First we wrote in a vertical line the names 
of the great prophets we had siudied,—Eli- 
jah, Elisha, Jonah, Isaiah, and Micah. After 
each we placed ‘‘I’’ or **J,’’ according as 
he lived in the upper or lower kingdom, 
Israel or Judah. Next we underscored those 
that wrote their prophecies in books, Then 
we wrote after each the name of the principal 
king in whose reign the prophet labored. 
After Isaiah we wrote ‘‘Uzziah-+,’’ and 
after Micah, ‘‘ Jotham +-.’’ Finally we wrote 
after each name the name of the city where 
he lived, or the place chiefly associated with 
him,—Gilead, Samaria, Nineveh, Jerusalem, 
and Moresheth-gath. 

Passing to Micah, the class printed his 
name, and then wrote below, numbered, four 
particulars about his writings. ‘‘1. Prophet 
of the poor.’’ -I read Micah 2: 1, 2, and 
told something about the condition of the 
nation when ‘Micah wrote. ‘2, Foretold 
Christ,’? and I read as a sample prophecy 
Micah 5:2. ‘*3: Preached justice, kind- 
ness, humility,’’ reading Micah 6 : 6-8 in the 
Revised Version. ‘4. Prophesied peace ’’ 
—our immediate lesson. 

Then we analyzed our lesson passage, 
something like this: Micah foretold peace 
that was ‘‘ Based on religion, verses 1, 8. 
Included all nations, verse 2. End of all 
war, verse 3. End of all fear, verse 4. Be- 
ginning of universal righteousness, verse 5. 
Beginning of universal prosperity, verses 
6, 7.” 

‘Taking a fresh sheet of paper, I told the 
boys that we were next to see some of the 
harm of war; and we wrote: ** HARM OF 
WAR. I. Loss of life.’”?” I had them draw a 
straight line clear across their paper, and write 
above it ‘‘ 15,000,000,000,’’—a careful esti- 
nfate of the number killed in all wars since 
history began to be written. I had them 
divide the line into ten parts, and draw be- 
neath it another line equal to one of those 
parts. It represented 1,500,000,000 men, 
the population of the entire world. 

Next we wrote, ‘*2. Loss of love.’? The 
boys smiled, but they did not smile when I told 
them something of what it had meant to my 
mother when her soldier husband died in the 
war, and what it meant to me and my sister 
to grow up without a father; and then bade 
them multiply our sad and difficult experience 
by 15,000,000, 000. 

Next came, ‘‘ 3. Loss of energy.’’ Those 
that go to war, I reminded the boys, are the 
most energetic and enterprising, usually, the 
men whom the country most needs and can 
least spare. They are killed or wounded, in 
many instances, or otherwise unfitted to give 
the nation what it so greatly needs to de- 
velop and enrich it. 

‘*4. Loss of wealth,’? This is the least 
item, because it can be measured; what has 
gone before is beyond price. The boys did 
some figuring. They wrote 14,000,000, the 
estimated number of men killed in the wars 
of the past century. They multiplied that by 
40, the number of years they might all have 
lived ; and the result by $400, the sum each 
might easily have earned each year if he had 
lived. The result was $224,000,000,000. 
Below this we wrote $107,000,000,000,—less 
than half, and yet it is the total wealth of the 
United States. 

I had the boys draw circles, and divide 
them into five parts, drawing lines from each 
division to the center. These circles repre- 
sented the yearly expenditure of our govern- 
ment, In one of the segments thus formed 





we wrote ‘‘ Army ’’; in another, ** Navy ’’; 
and in a third,‘ Pensions.’’ That left only 
two-fifths of the income of our nation to be 
spent upon the proper objects of government. 

I found that the boys were well informed 
as to the cost of battleships. We wrote 
down the cost of one,—$10,000,000, —and 
multiplied that by two, as our government is 
now building two battleships a year. Then 
we found out how many barrels of flour, at 
five dollars a barrel, this sum would buy,— 
4,000,000 ; and how far they would reach if 
placed end to end,—from Boston to Denver, 

Of course we closed with some account of 
what the world is doing. ‘so rapidly to put an 
end to war; and I told about the Hague Ar- 
bitration Tribunal and the eighty arbitration 
treaties among the nations, and especially 
about President Taft’s expressed desire for 
an arbitration treaty with Great Britain that 
would not except from arbitration questions 
of national honor and involving national ter- 
ritory,—a treaty agreeing to submit to arbi- 
tration all differences whatever, Then I told 
about the recent speech in Parliament of Sir 
Edward Gray, the British Foreign Secretary, 
heartily agreeing to the suggestion ; and the 
speech of the leader of the opposition party, 
the Hon. A, J. Balfour, pledging the Unionists 
to co-operate with the Liberals in this matter. 
And I also told about the expressions in 
favor of, just such a course made by the 
statesmen of Germany and France, Thus, I 
told the boys, Micah’s great prophecy may 
well be fulfilled in their own lives, 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read Hosea 14: 1-9.. Mark in it with 
‘*P”? all God’s promises to his people that 
you can find. Why did they need those 
promises? On what condition were they 
given? Why do we need the same promises? 


Boston. 
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The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


Micah’s Prediction of Judgment on Jeru- 
salem and Picture of the Results of 
the Universal ‘Knowledge of Je-, 
hovah (Micah 1: 1 to 4: 7) 


CONDUCTING THE CLASS SESSION, 


[Do all the members of your class study 
the lesson carefully and’ thoroughly before 
they come to the class on Sunday ? Or is the 
lack of preparation on the part of a good 
many of the members one of your class prob- 
lems which ts still unsolved? If it is, you 
may be interested in an article on page 228 
of this issue. ] 


HE study of the Book of Micah shows 
that it is a collection of prophetic ser- 
mons of different dates. Chapters 1-3 
are contemporaneous with the Isaiah chapters 
we have been studying, or somewhat later. 
They announce a speedy and sweeping judg- 
ment upon Israel and Judah for their sins. 
Read the closing verse of chapter 3. It 
predicts a ruined city and acountry reforested 
through being deserted. Judah was to be a 
waste, because of the sins of her rulers. 

The first chapter of Micah announces the 
coming destruction in terms of the advance 
of a dreaded army. It is a curious chapter 
from the standpoint of literature. ‘* Jeho- 
vah as both plaintiff and judge is declared to 
be coming forth to execute judgment upon 
the two guilty kingdoms, Samaria and Judah.”’ 
Notice the description of his progress (I: 
3, 4). What is the reason for his appearing 
(1 : 5) and the erg executed upon North- 
ern Israel (1 : 6, 7)? 

As the prophet contemplates this sad dis- 
aster he takes the part of a hired mourner, 
and begins a lament (1: 10-16). The prophet, 
seeing in imagination the irresistible advance 
of an Assyrian army against Jerusalem from 
the coast up through the lower foot-hills, 
describes the grim consequences by a series 
of plays upon the names of the villages on 
the route. These paronomasia can only be 
realized by the one who reads the prophecy 
in the original Hebrew, but the following 
rendering will give an approximate idea : 


** Tell it not in Tell-town. 
In Weep-town weep. 
In the House of Dust roll in the dust. 
Pass away inhabitress of Lovely-town, 
naked and ashamed. 
The inhabitress of March-town shall 
not march out.’’ 


Verses I, 2 of chapter 2 sound very much 
like Isaiah. So does the whole chapter. 


( Continued on next page) 
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|Great 
Victories 


for the 


AMERICAN 
STANDARD 
BIBLE 


At Cincinnati, on October 19, 1910, 
the General Convention of the 


Protestant 
Episcopal Church 


adopted a resolution in favor of 

the permissive use of the Revised Version. 

The American Standard Bible is 
the standard text book used in all the great 
universities, theological seminaries, col- 
leges and the Young Men's Christian Asso- 
ciation, and is recognized as the best by 
the editors of the 

international Lessons 

and the Sunday School publications of the 
great denominational publishing houses. 

The of what is being done is 
shown in one order recently received from 
the Gideons for 


25,000 Steriara Bibles 
To ra delivered by June 1st 


and the presses and bindery will need to 
work night and day to supply them. 

it required over 50 to bring the 
King James revision into such general 
use as , 3 American Standard tea at the 
present time. 

We have the most complete line of Bibles in 
existence, in all sizes of t , all styles of binding, 
and can supply a Bible or ‘lestament to suit any one 
in the King James or American Standard Version. 
For sale by all toting Boctaast lers. Prices from 35 

cents up. Send for booklet and price list to 

THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
381 A FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 











BIG Drop a Postal 
BARGAINS IN 


BOOKS 


Send now for our Bargain Lists and Clearance 
Catalogue Number 64 of the very NEWEST 
publications. Thousands of brand new books 
of Publishers’ Remainders at prices cut in 
halves and quarters, including Literature, Sci- 
ence, History, Travel, Biography and Fiction. 


THE TABARD INN BOOK CO. 
1302-4 Filbert Street, - Philadelphia 


CHILDREN’S DAY EXERCISES 


The Glad Creation Send 0 ) conts 


Summer’s Song one al 
ev catagios’ of the 
The Flowers’ Return | three 
These exercises surpass in beauty and charm any 
we have heretofore published, abounding in bright 
—— son containing many new features. 
{ Sharon, a new choir cantata for Floral 
Day or Sa use, by ALFRED a Price 50c. 
each, subject to discount. Send 35c. for sample. 


HALL- MACK CO, zatessentirt 
MUSIC FOR CHILDREN’S DAY 


Golden Splendor 
Floral Praise 


The new way to celebrate Children’s hy is to render 
the great song story entitled A Story of the Orient, 
for a chorus of you mE people and a reader. Something 
different—Unique—Interesting. 15 cents the copy. 
Special prices to schools ordering in quantity. 


Adam Geibel Mus, Co, 228; 2324 3:;8ew vor 
CHILDREN’S DAY 


THE FESTIVAL SONG BUDGET 
May Issue contains the music of our latest Children’s 
Day Services, including ‘‘ The Missionary Hero of 
Labrador,” a new story and song service. 

Send 25-cents for a year’s subscription (at least 
four issues). Every issue is worth the price of the dl s 
subscription. Single (May) issue mailed for 1 

TULLAR-MEREDITH CO 
265.W. 36th St., New York. 14.W. Washington St., Chicago 
___ 1013 Fourth — | Bank Building, Atlanta, Ga, 


Three new sample 
services mailed on 
Wy t of ro cents. 


If in need of a new music book, do rot fail to 

ge a sepyreates sample copy of ‘* Sunday School 
Voices,”’ a modern book for to-day’s needs. $25 the 
100. HOPE PUBLISHING COMPANY, hicago 


HYMNS 


HALLOWED stew ane oxo 


$25 pes 100, M, not sevens, 35 cents per copy by mail. 
to prospective purchasers. 
THE BIGLOW. & MAIN ct Co., New York or Chicago 
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Rain! Rain"! Rain"! 


If you lack snap 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


All in vain! 


and want ginger, 


use the old established Countersign 


ZU 


ZU 


‘em tile grocerman 


No one ever heard of a ZU ZU that wasnt good 


No! Never !! 
NATIONAL BISCL 


le ha 


JIT COMPANY 











BLAIRSTOWN 


BLAIR ACADEMY new'sensev 


64th year, Prepares for any American College. Campus 
roo acres. ‘Thorough eqtinment ; liberal endowment 
justifies low rate of $350. Opens September 14th. 

JOHN C. SHARPE, A.M., D.D., Principal, P. 0. Box E. 


Y 3 Write now. Postal will 
BOOK A EN do, Outfits free. Best 
sellers. One sold 37 books 
in r2 hours. ‘ Mother’s Story of the Bible’’; Bibles. 
The laternational Bible House, Dept. S-S., Philadelphia,Pa. 








HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
forthe SUNDAY - SCHOOL 


Published, October, 1908. 
Used and liked in hundreds of schools 
Introductory price, full cloth, 30 cents. Send 
Jor a sample copy 


The Century Co., Union Square, New York 














The Sanday Shoot Ges 


Philadelphia, May 13, 1911 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
* second-class matter ” 


Subscription Rates 


Tke Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘These rates include prongs 
oo Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate obdvensin or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 
5 1 00 copies co than bvasaae each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly wey os 

One free copy addi- 

Free Copies joni will beallowed 

for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 


time paid for, except by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper te 
enable all the teachers of a school toexamine tt, will 
be sent free upon application. 


THe SunNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








A Letter from 
Edward Bok 


There is no grouping of novel, sensi- 
ble ideas on church work, that I know 
of, that can be more useful to the aver- 
age worker in congregations large or 
small than ‘*The Minister's Social 
Helper.’’ The material as published in 
The Ladies’ Home Journal has been ex- 
ceedingly popular ; more than 8,000 let- 
ters have come to its editor since the 
page was started. The beo-, com- 
prising hundreds of ideas selected from 
the choicest of this material, can be a 
distinct factor in the social life of any 
church. The book gives hundreds of 
suggestions of the sort that one hardly 
ever knows where to find. 

EDWARD Bok, 


Editor of The Ladies’ Home Journal. 


Price, $1.00 
THE. SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. CO. 





1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





(Continued from preceding page) 


The third chapter suggests the prophet’s ex- 

lanation of the calamity about to come upon 
Fudah. It was due to the leadership of the 
nation, There were rulers (3: 1-4) who, 
like cannibals, fairly devoured their people, 
and yet were nominally loyal to Jehovah, 
and amazed that he did not answer their 
prayers; there were prophets who were mere 
mercenaries (3:5). Read 3:5 aloud and 
interpret the second half. When these 
prophets were given something to eat, they 
were ready to predict whatever their bene- 
factor wanted, but when refused such a 
bribe, they were ready to call down curses 
from heaven upon the offender. Such 
prophets could have no true vision, in clear 
contrast with one, such as Micah himself, 
who was guided by Jehovah, and sought only 
to express his will. 

Then, too, there were (3 : 11) priests 
who were as mercenary as the other two 
classes mentioned. The whole fabric of 
state seemed corrupt and decadent. Yet 
such leaders were loudest (3 : 114) in their 
declarations of loyalty to Jehovah, and of 
their confidence in his protection of his peo- 
ple against all danger. Because of such 
leadership, Jerusalem and Judah would be 
completely destroyed. 

Micah’s prediction was a sweeping one, 
and yet for a century and a quarter nothin 
of the sort happened. Note again Seveuial 
26:18, 19. ‘There it states that the effect 
of Micah’s message was a general repent- 
ance in Judah, We may infer that a prophet 
regarded his message of doom as conditional. 
If it produced repentance it was not to be 
executed, This conditional element must 
never be lost sight of in discussing prophetic 
predictions. 

The section chosen for the special Inter- 
national Lesson to-day is that which follows, 
Micah 4: 1-8. It is probably of later date 
than the preceding, but regarding the exact 
date there is much dispute. 

Notice that the first three verses are 
almost exactly paralleled in Isaiah 2 : 2-4. 
Perhaps the passage is a quotation in each 
prophetic collection. It stands in Micah at 
the beginning of a group of prophetic utter- 
ances which contrast vividly with the bold 
and grim declaration of Jerusalem’s destruc- 
tion. It represents the other side of the pic- 
ture of God’s dealings with his own people. 
Isaiah’s teaching about the Remnant implied 
the confident belief that the judgments he 
predicted would not result in Judah’s ex- 
tinction, but in a purified, righteous remain- 
der, through whom Jehovah would carry out 
his purposes for the world. 

This passage in Micah has the same value. 
It pictures the resultant Zion, an abode of 
popularity, world-wide instruction, and ab- 
solute peacefulness, 

Verse 1 sets forth the coming exaltation of 
Jehovah’s abode. The figure is not obscure. 
It conveys the idea of recognized supremacy 
over all other deities. ‘The second verse 
expresses the great task of Jehovah’s people, 
—to teach the world regarding God and his 
ways. The third and fourth state the out- 
come, universal peace and happiness. The 
fifth verse contrasts the present situation 
with that glorious future ; and then comes a 
glowing prediction of healing and redemp- 
tion, the ingathering of those cast out, and 
the transformation of the crippled people 
into a Remnant able to serve Jehovah, 

What a wonderful prophecy! The na- 
tions, taught about Jehovah, forgetting their 
bloodthirstiness and antagonisms, shall dwell 
in peace and brotherhood, spending their 
energies in relieving all kinds of physical 
evil. It is a masterly picture of the sure 
result of the spreading abroad of the love of 
God. 

The Future Place of Zion. What did the 
prophet really mean by ‘ Zion’?’? What 
did he mean by his figure of speech ? 

The Real Work Jehovah Had in Store for 
Zion. What was Zion to do for « world 
flocking to her? Is thir ‘the mos. impor- 
tant statement yet’’ ccncerning Israel’s 
task ? 

The Varied Results of This Instruction. 

How many different results are mentioned 
in verses 3-7 ? 


Books THAT MAy BE USED. 


On the Book of Micah, Sanders and Kent’s 
** Messages of the Earlier Prophets’’ (pp. 
III-125), or George Adam Smith’s ‘* Book 
of the Twelve’? (Vol. I, pp. 357-407), or 
Kent’s ‘‘ Kings and Prophets’’ (The His- 
torical Bible ; pp. 161-171), give : clear:.ac- 
counts. _ Consult also the articles, ‘* Micah ”’ 
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and ‘Book of Micah,” in the Bible Dic- 
tionary, or any commentary on the book. 


DatLy HoME WorkK ON THE NExT LESSON, 


This daily home work is for every member of 
the class, and for the leader as well. It offers 
an inviting, simple, yet systematic and thor- 
ough preparation on the coming lesson, while 
the daily readings may also be used for devo- 
tional meditation, and as selections for family 
worship. If faithfully used, the plan will lead 
one into an a py and enjoyment of the 
lessons possible in no other way. 


( The lesson for June 4 is Hosea 1-14.) 

Monday.—Read Hosea 1 : 1-9; 3 1-5. 
The experience which taught Hosea the per- 
sistent love of Jehovah for his erring people. 

Tuesday.—Read Hosea 2: 6-23. The 
discipline by which Jehovah made clear 
Israel’s apostasy, and his readiness to pardon 
repentant Israel and to love her. 

Wednesday.—Read Hosea 4: 1-6; the 
guilt of Israel ; 5 : 15 to 6: 6, her fitful re- 
pentance ; 7 : 8-11, her stupid degeneracy. 

Thursday.— Read Hosea 13: 1-8, Israel’s 
idolatry, forgetfulness of Jehovah, and his 
vengeance, 

riday.—Read Hosea 13 : 9-16, The 

crisis and the way in which it will be met. 

Saturday.—-Read Hosea 11: 1-9. Jeho- 
vah’s tender love and guidance of Israel. 

Sunday.—Read Hosea 14: 1-9. Israel’s 
plea for pardon, and Jehovah’s promises. 


THE NExT LESSON OUTLINED FOR STUDY. 
(See article on page 228.) 

How Hosea Came to Bea Prophet. (1) 
What sad experience did God call upon him 
to go through? (chap. 1.) (2) What won- 
derful truth about God’s character did his 
persistent love for Gomer teach him ? 

How Hosea Described Israel. (3) What 
charges did the prophet make against his 
people? (4: 1, 2.) (4) How did he account 
for their shortcomings ? (4 : 4-6.) 

Jehovah's Plea for Israel's Affection. (5) 
On what case did he base his appeal? (11 : 
1-4.) (6) Why could not Jehovah take ven- 
geance on faithless Israel? (11: 8, 9.) 

His Promises.to Repentant Israel. (7) 
What promises did he make ? 


WASHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KANSAS. 








Food in. Sermons 


Feed the Dominie Right and the Sermons 
Are Brilliant 


A_ conscientious, hard-working and 
successful clergyman writes: ‘*I am 
glad to bear testimony to the pleasure 
and increased measure of efficiency and 
health that have come to me from 
adopting Grape-Nuts food as one of my 
articles of diet. 

‘*For several years I was much dis- 
tressed during the early part of each day 
by indigestion. My breakfast seemed to 
turn sour and failed to digest. After 
dinner the headache and other symp- 
toms following the breakfast would wear 
away, only to return, however, next 
morning. 

‘* Having heard of Grape-Nuts food, I 
finally concluded to give it a trial. I 
made my breakfasts of Grape-Nuts with 
cream, toast, and Postum. The result 
was surprising in improved health and 
total absence of the distress that had, 
for so long a time, followed the morning 
meal. 

** My digestion became once more sat- 
isfactory, the headaches ceased, and the 
old feeling of energy returned. Since 
that time I have always had Grape-Nuts 
food on my breakfast table. 

‘‘I was delighted to find also, that 
whereas before I began to use Grape- 
Nuts food I was quite nervous, and :. 
came easily wearied in the work of 
preparing sermons and in study, a 
marked improvement in this respect 
resulted from the change in m, ‘iet. 

‘*T am convinced that Grape-Nuts food 
produced this result and helped me toa 
sturdy condition of mental and physical 
strength. 

*“T have known of several persons 
who were formerly troubled as I was, 
and who have been helped as I have 
been, by the use of Grape-Nuts food, on 
my recommendation.” Name given by 
Postum Company, Battle Creek, Mich. 

‘* There’s a reason.” 

Read the little book, ‘‘ The Road to 
Wellville,” in packages. 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, -and full of human 
interest. wt a 258 



































LESSON FOR MAY 28 (Micah « : 1-8) 


—SHOE ELEGANCE— 


so mms wo ee to the well gowned wom: 
assured by the use of 


[fiutemores 


Shoe Polishes 


They meet every requirement for cleaning 
and polishing shoes of all kinds and colors. 


They Preserve and Beautify 


Do not soil the clothing or become sticky. 
Finest in Quality. Largest in Variety. 





‘QUICK 
WHIT! 





** QUICK WHITE”? makes dirty canvas shoes 
clean and white. In liquid form, so it can be 
quickly and easily applied. A sponge in eve 

ackage, so always ready for use. Also Qui 
Col lors. ‘Iwo sizes. Each color ro and 25 cents. 

‘dal bination for cleaning and pol- 
ishing all kinds of russet or tan shees, 25c. “Star” 
size, roc. Also Ox-Blood and Brown combina- 
tions, same sizes and prices. 

** GILT EDGE”’ Oil Polish. Blacks and pol- 
ishes ladies’ and children’s boots and shoes, 
shines without rubbing, 25c. ‘‘ French Gloss,’’ roc. 

If your dealer does not keep the kind you want, 
send us his address and the price in stamps for a 
full size package. 


WHITTEMORE BROS. & CO. 
20-26 [ne Oideat and St., Cambridge, Mass. 
The Oldest and Largest Manufacturers of Shoe 
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[rue Olden and are in the World 


Fo "geen 


Demand at Any Time 


Money invested with this Company is 
abundantly secured by first mortgages on 
improved real estate. . 











It earns interest at the rate of 5 per cent 
for every day it is in our hands. 


And it may be withdrawn on demand, 
at any time without notice. 


Where can you find a more thoroughly 
desirable investment ? 


This Company has been in business 
more than 15 years. It has never been a 
day late in payment of either interest or 
principal. 


The ‘'5 Per cent Safety’’ book tells 

all about it—write for it to-day. 
THE CALVERT MORTGAGE & DEPOSIT Co. 
1064 Calvert Building, - Baltimore, Md. 





100% SAFETY ery ' 
6 % INTEREST } Recisterea 


COLD BONDS 


DO YOU WANT A BETTER INVESTMENT ) 
FOR SOME OF YOUR SURPLUS MONEY: 


NEW YORK REALTY OWNERS 


489 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY. 
Write for booklet S.S. 

















The Ancestry 
of Our English Bible 


By Ira M. Price, Ph.D., LL.D. 
PRICE, $1.50, NET. 


Tue Sunday Scnoot Times COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, - - . ~ Philadelphia, Pa. 
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| Ast Marion Lawrance! 








Should Children’s Day exercises be held at 
the regular Sunday-school time, or at church 
time, either morning or evening? Our church 
has been observing the day by exercises given 
in the gretins, am of the opinion that they 
should be at the Sunday-school hour, but have 
had not much experience in that line. 

Most Sunday-schools observe Children’s 
Day at the Sunday-school hour. As it so 
often falls, however, upon a day when there 
is a regular Sunday-school lesson, too long a 
program interferes with the lesson study on 
that day. On this account many schools 
have a short exercise on Children’s Day at 
the Sunday-school hour, and devote the 
regular church hour at night to one of the 
set exercises, of which there are so many 
prepared nowadays. ‘These exercises are very 
choice if conducted in the right way. They 
may be had of your denominational publishing 
house, or of Sunday-school supply houses. 

‘The morning church hour is used in many 
places also for the Children’s Day service, 
receiving children into the church, presenting 
Bibles to the children who have passed from 
the Primary to the Junior Department, —for 
Children’s Day is often made a day for pro- 
motions, too. 

We have had the best result by devoting 
the whole day to the children, ‘The pastor 
would preach a Children’s Day sermon in 
the morning, having the children present, 
and allowing them to do most of the singing, 
and then have a concert exercise at night. 
A day given up in this way, with suitable 
services and decorations, will make lasting 
impressions upon the children. 





TALLMADGE, OHIO.—About two years ago 
I saw some articles about increasing atten- 
dance in a Sunday-school that I thought we 
could use in our Sunday-school to advantage 
another year. I saved the papers, but lent 
them to another party to see what he thought 
about the method of gaining a better attend- 
ance, and before he sufficiently looked them 
over he mislaid the papers. ‘Ihe one in 
particular I thought feasible for our school was 
the gold and silver star system which a Sun- 
day-school had used. We cannot use anything 
very costly, as we are handicapped for funds, 
but the need is urgent to create new interest in 
our Sunday-school. I havea large class of boys 
from thirteen to seventeen, and want much to 
get them interested in more regularity, and they 
are interested in doing something of the sort, 
and thus help the Sunday-school. Please state 
what methods are best adapted to get up in- 
terest in attendance.—E. S. H. 

A definite plan inaugurated for the express 
purpose of securing new members is as easy 
to find and operate as it is dangerous in its 
results. Comparatively few such plans, espe- 
cially of the kind that create great enthusiasm 
and much stress of action, produce satisfac- 
tory results in the end, ‘There are many 
plans used for the purpose of getting new 
members to where there is one for holding 
the members when they are secured, and the 
latter is as important as the former. The 
securing of a lot of new members upon the 
rolls without holding your own in the per- 
centage of attendance to enrolment is risky, 
and lowers the temperature of the school. 

All growth that is too rapid is dangerous. 
Cold water can be poured into a boiling tea- 
kettle continuously without reducing the 
temperature below the boiling point—pro- 
vided the stream is small enough. If poured 
in too rapidly, the temperature is reduced 
and the water will become lukewarm. Schol- 


‘| ars received into any Sunday-school more 


rapidly than they can be assimilated, or 
adopted into the school life, will lower the 
standard educationally and spiritually. 

It does not follow, however, that there 
should be no effort to secure new scholars. 
Invitations should be extended systematic- 
ally, persistently, personally, and continu- 
ously ; but the real secret of the most health- 
ful growth in any Sunday-school is to spend 
your efforts !argely in making the school at- 
tractive, helpful, stimulating, energizing, vital- 
izing, and healthful, so that all who attend it 
will love it enough to talk aboutit. The best 
particular method to secure members is by 
personal invitation. Suppose you have the 
scholars pledge themselves every Sunday— 
as many as will do so—to join the ‘‘ Bring 
Another Band.’”? On the following Sunday, 


call for those who have brought another and ] 


commend them while they stand; then call 
for those who tried and failed, and commend 
them too. Some who failed may have tried 
harder than some who succeeded. 

Keeping the matter of the total attendance 





and the total enrolment before the school, 
where they can be seen every Sunday, is a 
good plan, This is sometimes done with a 
large imitation thermometer, The attendance 
each Sunday can be compared with the at- 
tendance the year before, and the enrolment 
the same way. Anything that gets the peo- 
ple to thinking and talking about the school 
encouragingly will result in its growth. 

Let your first aim be to make your class 
and school just as interesting and helpful as 
they can be, and any sane and reasonable 
efforts to secure members will be rewarded. 


As a souvenir forecast of the assured com- 
ing of universal peace, the post-card picture, 
printed in bright colors, of the Twentieth 
Century Sunday-school Crusaders, showing 
the children of many lands in their native 
costumes grouped under the Christian Con- 
quest flag, will make a memorable gift for 
every member of the Sunday-school on May 
28. The cards may be obtained from The 
Sunday School Times Company at two for 
5 cents ; 20 cents a dozen; $1.50a hundred, 





Children at Home 





Susy San 
By Ethel A. MacNish 


H-H-OH! What a beauty!”’ 
Enid drew her breath, then 
pounced on the queer little Japa- 
nese lady doll, sitting in her red and gold 
kimono in Enid’s own place at the table. 
**Oh, you darling !’’ 

‘¢ Auntie May brought her all the way from 
Vancouver for your birthday,’’ said mother. 

**Oh, Auntie May, thank you over and 
over. She’s just iovely. Isn’t she cute? 
And what a pretty smile !’’ 

Certainly the maker of that doll had been 
in a merry mood. Her little black eyes, 
under her straight black thatch of hair, were 
half-closed in a roguish look that seemed to 
say: **It doesn’t matter what you say, I 
know it is all a joke.’’ And the little pink, 
parted lips and fat round cheeks seemed 
fairly to bubble over with a laugh, 

‘* Why, she makes me laugh, just to look 
at her,’’? gurgled Enid, as she caught her up 
and gave her a rapturous hug. 

‘‘ Better set her over here then, on the 
sideboard, where you can see her often then,’’ 
suggested mother with a sly glance at Auntie 
May and baby Billy, Enid’s failing was so 
well known around the house that she didn’t 
need to say anything more. Poor Enid, 
though she felt very grown up to be nine on 
this sunny March morning, had not been able 
to master her sulky temper. When these 
fits came on her, she would sit silent or mope 
around in an aggrieved silence that made 
every one in the house feel miserable. She 
was very sensitive to any remarks about her 
sulkiness, and indeed was fighting bravely 
against it. So now she cuddled up the jolly- 
looking little Jap, and turned the conversa- 
tion, by asking, ‘‘ What’s her name, Auntie 
May eds 

‘*Susy San,’’ answered she, 
you like it?”’ 

‘It’s just as cute and funny as she is,’ 
said Enid, ‘‘Let. me put her up aoate 
where she can smile at me while I have my 
porridge.”’ 

So she and Billy sat eating their porridge, 
and gazing at Susy San in turn, Every time 
Enid looked at her, she broke into a smile. 
Breakfast was quite the jolliest meal that the 
family had known for some days, 

But things went wrong at school, and at 
noon, Enid came home with brows as_ black 
asa thunder-cloud. To mother’s greeting, 
she barely answered and then sat down to 
sulk. 

But who could face that smiling-looking 
lady in the flowered kimono, and keep off 
looking black? Not Enid, for after a second 
look she broke into a peal ‘of laughter. 

**Well done, Susy San!’’ said Auntie 
May. 

Not once, nor twice, but very often, the 
same thing happened, and by and by, if any- 
thing vexed the little maid, she would leave 
the annoying problem, and take a little run 
in to see Susy San. She tried bravely indeed, 
and her black moods grew so few and far 
between that first Billie, and then all the 
house, took to calling her ** Susy San.’’ 


TORONTO, CANADA. 
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My “Pearl Glass” 
lamp-chimneys 
give more light 
than common ones, 
due to perfection 
of shape and pro- 
portions — right 
balance of drafts. 

They are clear as 
crystal — made of 

Reg. U. 8. Pat. Off. tough glass, not 
bottle glass. They make the 
lamp do its best. 

Common chimneys hinder the 
light—the draft is a matter of 
chance. The lamp can’t do its 
best. 


My name, Macbeth, is on every “ Pearl Glass" 
lamp chimney. Send for my Index. 


MACBETH, 


Macbeth-Evans Glass Co. Pittsburgh 
SHICAGO : PHILADELPHIA 
178 East Lake Street 42 South Eighth Street 
-Ngew YorK: 19 West 30th Street 











You can buy it now 
from your dealer in 
Pin sealing tubes 
ready for instant use; 
also in bottles with 
new patented cap. 
No wasie-no leak- 
no-trouble. 
UE 
LF PAGES 


Sold everywhere 


_ Library slips with every bottle a and tube 


Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. 
Highest Grade Only. 
Established 1827. 


Main Ofice and Works BASZAN.GS,, MASS. 
OOK- 
HAstinas Co. 


Correspondence Solicited. 


STEREOPTICON LECTURES 


Doubles pulpit power, increases 
church attendance. Many come 
out to church to see, who would 
pot F pee oy come out to heap 

Send to-day for free patslons 
of esseeetenes t Car 
Projectors, Li ne °C Outtiee 
Lecture Sets, Grapbophones 
and Supplies. 


CHICAGO PROJECTING CO. 


Dept. 201. 225 Dearborn Street, Chicago, Ill. 


















































sss , i] a Year 
DUPLEX ENVELOPE 
SYSTEM OF 


CHURCH COLLECTIONS 


DUPLEX—Richmend, Va. 
Write for Cherry Calendar, free 


BELL 


Peal écSuant Bat Founver Co., Bsitmmoat, 
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This is the Maid of fair renown 

Who scrubs the floors of Spotiess Town. 
To find a speck when she is through 
Would take a pair of specs or two. 

And her employ ment isn't slow, 

For she empleys SAPOLIO. 


Ever since there have been homes, 
at has been considered the 
hardest part of the day’s work. 


SAPOLIO 


has changed that, and to-day, 
surface, from the kitchen floor Ps tha 


most delicate am: in the parlor, can 
be kept clean .by APOLIO 
rubbed 


ghtly on with a brush or a 


cloth, and rinsed off with clear water. 




















[RUBBER BUTTON] 


HOSE SUPPORTER 


FOR BOYS AND GIRLS. 
Se) oe 


sniilinenn al wrinkled. 
Keo tay vcking net mod x mg 
Sample Pair, Children's size 


(state age) 16 cts. postpaid. 


Look for the Moulded Rubber Button 
and “Velvet Grip” stamped on the loop, 


Sold by Dealers Everywhere. 














GEORGE FROST CO., Boston, U.S. A. 
$10 down and 


EASY TO BUY sto oncom 


Our monthly eg plan makes it easy 
for any one to have the best heating system. 
Buy direct and save the dealer's big profits 
and excessive charges for installation and 
repairs. Saves one-third the cost. 


JAHANT DOWN DRAFT FURNACE 


For residences, schools, hotels, churches, etc. 
Sold Under a Binding *“‘Guarantee Bond” 


to give perfect satisfac- 
tion after 365 days’ use or 
money refunded. We send 
complete outfit — furnace 
registers, pipes, ia 
blue print plans, full di- 
rections and all tools for 
installing. So easy to in- 
stall a boy can do it. 


OUR FREE CATALOG 
Explains the patented 
Down Draft System fully 
and tells why it gives more 
heat and saves half the 
cost of fuel. Write for it 
now. 


The Jahant Heating Co. 




















16 Mill St., Akron, 0. 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, May 28, 1orr. 
A Missionary Journey Around the World. 
V. Missions in Japan and Korea 
(Acts 17: 1-14) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon. oe Christ (Matt. 8 : 28-34). 

‘Tues. —'The call (Acts 16 : 9, 10). 

Wed. —Missionary examples (1 ‘Thess, 1 : 5- 
10). 

Thurs. —Spiritual darkness (Rom. 1 : 18-25). 

Fri.—The light (2 Cor. 4 : 6, 7). 

Sat.—The effect (Acts 2 : 41-47). 











ow g68 Japan first reject, then accept, the 
.) 
° hat effects has the gospel produced in 


iY of gospel triumphs in Korea. 
T"n population of Ja 


There were (in 1908) 762 missionaries. 
ty-five percent of these were 
lecated” in Tight cities, with a population of 
$290,089, leaving 115 missionaries to care 
r the remaining population uf 46,709,911. 
The Spirit of God is teaching the peo- 
le in many ways. Dr. Hail of Wakayama, 
ote reports a most interesting and typical 
case of conversion, In the town of Ogura 
the teachers ‘in the school are all Christians 
or earnest inquirers, and the mayor of the 
town also is an earnest Christian, but in the 
office of the mayor was a man who was an 
infidel and a materialist. Lately, however, 
this man has changed his attitude entirely, 
and is now an earnest student of the Bible. 
The reason for his change is this. He 
is a student of political economy. Some 
years ago, when the population of Japan was 
only 33,000,000, he had figured out that the 
Empire had reached its limit of population, 
As there was no more available land to till, 
and as at that time the Empire raised just 
enough food to feed its population, it was 
clear to him that if the. gepalintion sh } 
Crease beyond that number either men must 
eat less, or some must starve. Now, how- 
ever, the population had risen to 50,000,000 
and he did not see but that men lived as well 
or better than they did then. So he had 
figured it out thus: there must be an intel- 
ligent being behind the increase of the popu- 
lation, that with the increase of the people 
gave an increase of the food supply. Andhe 
thought that the Christian God must be that 
Being. So that now, instead of avoiding the 
evangelist, or arguing with him, he is trying 
to learn about that God. 

In Korea, the same Spirit is working in 
even more wonderful ways. The population 
of Korea is 10,000,000, Protestant Missions 
were begun is 1885. There are now 307 
missionaries and 57,415 native Church mem- 
bers and 178,686 adherents. 

And there is a wide open door. ‘‘ Re- 
cently the greatest misfortune of all, at 
least in Korean eyes,’’ says Mr, Blair, one 
of the missionaries in Northern Korea, ‘‘ has 
befallen their country, After the Japanese- 
Russian war, the Japanese withdrew a large 
part of their victorious army from Manchuria 
back.into Korea. A treaty was secured from 
the Korean government giving Japan absolute 
control of Korea’s foreign affairs and virtual 
control of the internal administration. 

**The simple truth is that the Koreans are 
a broken-hearted people. Corrupt and un- 
worthy as their old government was, they love 
it just as we love ours, love it all the more, no 
doubt, in proportion as it seems to be taken 
away from them, It is pitiable to see them 
grieve, to see strong men weep over national 
loss, But it means much that their eyes are 
open, Formerly they were proud and arro- 
gant, they were ‘ wretched and miserable and 
poor and blind and naked’ and they knew it 
not. Now they know just where they stand, 
They know they are despised and rejected. 
The arrow has entered Korea’s soul. Her 
spirit is broken. She sits to-day in the dust, 
mourning, not only.her present misfortune, 
but her past sins; just in the attitude God 
can bless. Once more, his hands are 
stretched out in blessing over a stricken 
people. ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 
are they that mourn for they shall be com- 
forted.’ Korea’s great preparation for the 
gospel of Jesus Christ is the preparation of 
a broken heart ’’ (Psa. 51 : 17). 


an is 52,000,000. 
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New Cradle Roll Birthday Post Cards 


(Lesson for MAY 28) MAY 13, 1951 





Join the big 
Santa Fe excursion 


to the 
International 


Sunday-School 
Convention 


San Francisco, Cal. 
june 20 to 27, 1911 | 


dians. The largest and most 
beautiful Petrified Forest in 
the world, and the stupendous 
Grand Canyon of Arizona, 
“A mile deep, miles wide and 
painted like a sunset.” 

Send for the Santa Fe travel 
books and the Sunday-school 
‘folder. If you wish I will make 
Pullman reservations for you 





You will be certain of every 
travel comfort—new, clean, per- 
fectly appointed cars—a well 
made, heavily ballasted roadbed 
(oil sprinkled where needed), 
blocksignals safeguard the way, 
and Fred Harvey serves the 
meals. 

You will see the strangest and 
most interesting corners of our 





country. now. This will insure you a 
Many _ choice berth for the trip. 
storied Please remember the Santa 
commu- Fe has the most comfortable 
nal vil- summer route to California. : 
ee W. J. BLACK 

the — Passenger Traffic Manager 

itive Pu- 1118 Railway Exchange Building 
eblo In- Chicago, Ill. 











When answering advertisements please mention The Sunday School Times. 














‘‘The most exquisite series of Birthday Cards ever published.” 





| SEND TEN CENTS for a Complete Sample Set 








A New and Complete Series 
‘ of Six Lithographed Post 
Cards in Colors 


These cards bear appropriate repro- 
ductions, embellished with exquisite 
floral designs and child pietures, On 
the address side of the cards there is 
a space that may be used for a per- 
sonal message or invitation, For 
boys and girls, in first, second and 
third years. 




















Price, 25 cents a dozen, or 
$2.00 a 100 (assorted) postpaid 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 
Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Bidg. 


New York, a A Ave. 
ion Wabash Ave. 
Lous, 308 8 Seventh St. 

















TRY a _— TROIT FIRELESS at OUR RISK 


Cooking in a Detroit Fireless Stove (electric or with radiators) is the most 
delicious way—all flavor and nutriment retained ; the most economical 
way—saves 80% of your fuel bill; the most comfortable and con. 
venient way—saves work over a hot stove—saves constant watching— 
saves worry. Made in 6 sizes each. 


Built Like a Range—Does All a Range Does 
Detroit Fireless Stoves” (botit Electric and Radiant) are made from 
lanished steel and aluminum—no wood to warp or split—no stones to 
lick. No felt or pad to absorb steam and odors. They roast and bake 
perfectly—rich brown; they fry or boil perfectly; they steam and stew 
perfectl A positive revelation and delight to women. Our 
perfect Water-Seal makes all Detroit Fireless Stoves steam-tight. 


Get Our Free Trial Offer 


oé A “ Detroit Fireless” will be sent you on 30 days’ trial; will pay 
cet 2 |) for itself in the first three months. Write to-day—get our hand- 


some catalog and this new offer. 
bcm gry ap Poh wey 

















the metal > 











ai oy Detroit Fireless Stove Co. iiioir micn: 





—then imprisoned heat. pass the cat 

















